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- For a comprehensive list of official ntles wrth e:ramples, see L1, Bureaucracy and t/.re Srate

in Early Cbma, 305—14

( P T

ba %ﬁ hegemon Spnng and Autumn penod rulers of northcrn states, such as

. Qin, Jin, and Qj, who pretended to take charge of protecting the old Zhou state.

Excluded states, such as the rising southern power of Chu, also tried to take over
this position, but in fact the whole plan collapsed and thus began the endless wars
of attrition that eventually resulted in the Qn emp:re

' ba: gi sbau ﬁ%ﬁ an expressmn of gratrrude mvolvmg the hands and lower-

ing the head. The specifics of the act are unclear: the person may have clapped his
hands together or simply placed them together in a prayer-like or other position;

- he may have simply bowed his head towards the floor or actually knocked his

head against the floorin a more prostrate posmon

l

_ 6auben ﬁ*‘? the Hundred Sp1r1ts many ancestral spmts also called Great" o
y Spmts AH, T el :

bang %5 allied group under a smgle leader, a pohty, a small state. 'Ihe leaders :
could be termed wang =, bangjun 8, or other titles. The word éang stands be-
hind many later usages of guo W], bang having been routinely converted to guo in

“order to avoid the taboo of using the personal name of Liu Bang #1358, Emperor 8

Gaozu of Han #H 1 (r. 202-195 B.C.E.). (Guo itself originally referred to the T
fortified area of a city, as opposed to ye 5F, “the wilds,” the area beyond rt) '

. bo ‘f El a Iocal pohncal leader, hlghest ranked srbhng in the famrly h1erarchy, el— '
deryearkl i e e

celing (mmg) fﬁl"‘\(ﬁL ) a verbal commission, charge, or command that was
also presented in written form, most likely on bamboo stnps The ccrcmony of

_ presentmg this charge is known as the “award ceremony,” “appointment ceremo-

ny,” or “investiture ceremony.” The ceremonial actor recordmg and presenting the
charge in one of the ritual officers in charge of creating and reading the records.
For example, in the Da Ke dmg (no. 46), after the King and the awardee have
taken up their proper positions in court, “the King calls on the yinshi to record/

' present the record of the ngs command to Shanfu Ke” EU{F? EE*H‘H‘AE%%?E

chen J=: “asterism; asterism used to mark time ? (see chen zaz) 'Ihe three “Great

'cben (dacben KIE) were the Drpper (dau -l- or bezdau ;| |S~|-) Antares the Fire Star

! For a recent discussion of the Western Zhou bo a5 e1ther Zhou ofﬁcers or regronal leaders, see

Shao Bex, “Xr Zhou bo zhi kaosuo.” ‘
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304 ANCIENT CHINESE BRONZE INSCRIPTIONS

(huo X or dabuo KK); and a set of stars beneath Orion's belt representing the
warrior’s dagger (fa ££).2

chen zai JRTE: “the asterism is in . Here, “chen” refers to 2 certain asterism
(possibly the Dipper) in its ﬁmctxon as an accessible (locatable) heavenly indica-
tor that marks a specific sexagenary day in the cycle of 6o, the latter often coordi-
nated graphically with celestial divisions of different sorts. Chen zai X [ganzhbi]
is used formulaically, meaning that the chen is in the approximate vicinity of a
certain Stem+Branch day. The Dipper in fact is percelvable as rotating like a dial
in the sky, but how it would 1nd1cate specxﬁc days in the szxty-day cycle versus
simply seasons is unclear.?.

Cheng Tang B8 or )ﬂ?t% The legendary fonnder of the Shang Dynasty“'Ihe
earliest mention of this name is on an oracle bone discovered in a cache in the
Zhou homeland datmg to the early Western Zhou. On bronze inscriptions the
carliest mention is in the late Sprmg and Autumn be]ls from the state of Q_, see
no. 69 . ; : e

Chengzhou ﬁi}a Accomphshed Zhou, the administrative’ capltal located
in the modern Luoyang ¥#&F% area, established by the Zhou after defeating the
Shang, It represented the religious and political “center” (zbong F) of the new

- Zhou state. Many Shang specialists were moved to Chengzhou to work for the_ '

Zhou. See the He Zun, no. 6.

LT

chuji T Early Auspmousness, formula.lc datmg term refernng to the first.

. few days at the begmmng of the month when the moon is newly born, or to the
first appearance of an ausp1c1ous tiangan ' Heavenly Stem” day of a lunar month, 3

dak:a graph used to represent the word for “b1g (*1%at-s) as well as words for
“srand, extreme” (tai K. "‘Uat-s) and “Sky, Heaven” (tian X, *Um) Sometimes
the #4i and tian usages were distinguished by an extra mark, either on the “leg”or

~ “head” of the original graph. o
daﬁd j(ﬂli Grand Subduer, highly ranked mlhtary guardsman, the grand ser-

vice,”i.e. important duties or posmon

dammg, see tmnmmg

dashi, see tianshi. . ... - . R D I SIS R

de {M potency, power, chansma, or merlt aceumulated through good semce,

: See Feng Shi, “Zhongguo zaogi xmg:uang tu yanjlu, 3.
'Ye Zhengbo,“Lue lun Xi-Zhou rmngwen de jishi fangsh1
4 See Fracasso, “Between chend and History.”

5 Xu,“Using Sequential Relations of Day-Dates to Determme the Temporal Scopc of Western
Zhou Lunar Phase Terms i L
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both political and religious.-Durin'g the Western Zhou, an aristocrat could ac-
cumulate merit or 4e through service to the Zhou court. This merit was accumu--
lated by a lineage over generations and represented by material awards from the
King. Lincage heirs were expected to please their ancestors by following their
model and continuing to amass awards and promotions. from the King, While
heirs received de from their ancestors, it had originally derived from Shang Di
ot Tian; King Wen, the Zhou founder, received the d¢ from the highest spiritual =

‘agency. Zhou kings could share the divinely authorized power through the award

of bronze vessels. By the end of the Warring States period, the kings had lost all
divine authority and the spiritual force was understood as something available
from within all cultivated gentlemen. It represented inner virtue and the outer
performance of moral behavior.5 - : : : '

di i dexty, (divine) lord; god; also a t1t_1e for deceased Shang kmgs Could refer L
to the “Deity Above,” shangdi J:‘ﬁ% : "

dizhi ¥13%: “Earthly branches, a later term to 1nd1cate the twelv'e terms com- |
bined with the ten fiangan (“Heavenly stems”) that make up the revolving sucty-
day calendar; see sexagenary cycle See also t:angan and ganzbt ‘

duiyang %]H?fﬁ to respond [to the award] and extol [the gxft-gwer}, for exam le, -
“respond and extol the King’s grace (or gifts)”” (duiyang wang xiu ¥HEENK).

Often the verb “to dare” (gan EY) is added, for example: “Duo You dared to re-' |
spond and extol the Patriarch’s grace” $ﬁ§ﬁ¥ﬁ%’ MK, Abbreviated versions us-
. ing _|ust dui ot yang also occur: dui X xiu ¥f X K respond to X’s grace Xis often -

the Zhou King i in carlier inscriptions (dw ;uang xiu %Eﬁ‘), extols the Ql_xeens o
grace” (yang wang;mng xiu i’%i%ﬁ() o

ganzhi F: heavenly stems and earthly branches a later term apphed to the
sets of ten and twelve signs used in rotatzon to mark nme. See tzangan and dzzln, L
see sexagenary cycle.. s : S ; )

gong N a local political ruler more powerful than a ba, clan elder, patnarch
sire; duke term used in epxthets for deceased elite males or “honored forbear.”

guamz = H: to manage (*k“’ an-s.Ja), similar in use to shesi iﬁ"] (*ka nep-s.1a),
meaning “to handle, assist” (see jzcbeng 4287), a supervising officer, on par with
“the functionary officers” (¥4 %) and “the invocators of the Five Settlernents"

(-wuyz zhu ﬂéﬁ) U'zcbeng 4244, 4340, 4296—7)

¢ Kryukov, “Symbols of Power and Commumcatxon in Pre-Confucmn Chma On the Anthro—
pology of De”; Cook, “Wealth and the Western Zhou”; Cook, “Eastern Zhou Ancestor Wor-
ship™; Al Mengfan, De'zai shanggu wemnan zhong de zhlxxang y1 Nmson, The Way: af Con-
Sucianism. -

7 Kane, “Aspects of Westem Zhou Appomtment Inscnpnons Wang ]mg, Du1yang zai sht H
_Shen Wenzhuo, Zong-Zhou liyue wenmmg kaaizm ) §29—St.
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306 ANCIENT CHINESE BRONZE INSCRIPTIONS

hou £: a local lord who has pledged mlhtary al.leglanee to the Zhou, marquls,
warrior lord.

buang 5 brrlhant august an epithet used for ancestors at the rank of grand— :

father or older; can also be applied to former kings and distant ancestors, as in
the phrase buangwang 2 or huangzu 3. Beginning in the Qin period, it
referred to the Son of Heaven or Emperor (buangd: E%) 'Ihe term buangdz ear-
lier referred to the Deity Above, '

buchen IR ﬁ the Trger Guard Corps or Servants, a clan militia that protected
the King. : o

huo B; also see yu 8% It can stand for, region, territory; many scholars assime

EX should be read as guo B (a graph first used in the late Western Zhou penod '

see the Mao Gong ding, no. 55). .
7i ZE: the youngest rank of male or female srblmgs

Ji ll[‘ﬁ the Zhou clan name, used in women’s names only

]umg % an elite clan ‘that intermarried with the Zhou dunng ‘the Western
Zhou period; a clan name used by Q i women in the Eastern Zhou penod

Jijin T4 “auspicious metals, spec:ally selected metals of certain colors and

 alloys (see nos. 69, 72) used to make bronze vessels. Since the term is most com-

monly used after the Western Zhou period by powerful individuals for them-
selves (outside of the Zhou gift-giving and award structure), the metals may
have been gained through other networks (such as mines along the south bank of
the Yangzi River no longer controlled by Zhou allies) or through the plunder of
bronzes from destroyed ancestral shrines.

Jtsbengpa BE4EZR: “already living. brrghtness, a formulmc danng term, most

likely referring to the first half of a lunar month, The graph 5a i is usually un-
- derstood as po 84, and interpreted as the bright white color of the moon. In lat-

er contexts the term refers to the energy or spmtual agency that stays w1th the
physical body after death. = '

Jisipe Eﬁﬁﬁiﬁ “already dying bnghtness, a formulaic dating term, most hkely
referring to the second half of a lunar month 'Ihe graph ba 8 is usually under—
stood as po #; see fishengpo. '

Jin T ale made of millet or other grains and possﬂ:ly muced with bemes herbs,
and medicinal additives such as bee pollen. By the Warring States penod numer-
ous types and grades were produced. Sometimes translated as “wine.”

Jiwang Eﬁé “already fully visible,” formulaic danng term, refernng toa perlod
from the sixteenth to the twenty-first day of the full moon. See also jishengpo.

'ately thereafter
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lm zbang ﬂiﬁ a set of ch1me bells; harmomous bells (bezbang fik&). The

- word /in was written in numerous ways over the centuries, but the basic compo-

nents of the ancient graph included arrangements of the phonet1c elements T
*p.rim? and K *ron (sometimes written as #K). Later evidence suggests that a lin

bell actually denoted a specific tone within a gamut that formed the interval of -
“the perfect fifth above the fundamental, and such notation may identify where

the bell would have been hung w1thm a chime set. 8 See, for example, nos. 33, 44,

\46 51, 59 60, and 62

lin T2 order, command often used to write the cognate word ming ffi com-

mand, mandate

mei'ao JBEL: title of a non—Zhou ehlef' who possrbly mamtamed an inconstant
tribute relatxonsh1p with the Zhou kings; the title is no doubt related to the later
title mo’ao TLHY, used by certmn members of the ehte in the southern state of Chu

(nos. 27, 42). 9o

-meng e the eldest rank of male or fema.le sxblmgs B

mieli 38VE or X mie Y Ii JE: X (usually the Krng) rewards Y for rnent ac-
- cumulated through service,1® for example The ng rewards Geng Y1ngs ment '

('wang mie G'eng Ymg be] EE&EF@)

gi ﬁ perhaps later used as 2 pronoun for he, she, i it (mstead of j. _]ue Jﬁ), used 3

to express the tentative nature of making requests for blessmgs frorn the aneestral

'spmts, such as good fortune, wealth, or eternal progeny. -

rua % “seems”; loan for “approve” nuo #;. How to read the common phrase _
wang ruo yueﬁ%El has been the source of much debate, parncularly with re- -

gard to the nature of the award ceremony. The two leading mterpretanons are

_ “The King says to this effect” and “The King approved, saying ...." The ques-
‘tion revolves around whether the speech (indicated by yue E} was not intoned -
directly by the King, being read instead from bamboo records by an archmst, _
or whether the Km% “approved” the award narrative and permitting the cer-

emony to proceed.! Usually the presentanon of the awards follows 1mmed1-

8 See Needham, Science and Cw:hmrmn m Cbma,v 4P t.1, 165-76 Falkenhausen, Susperrded’

“Music, 296~307"

? See Cock and Ma_]or, Dcﬁmng Cbu,

1 For recent drscussnons, see Cook, Wealth and the Western Zhou, 278—79, L, Bureaurmcy
and the State in Early China, 226~29 L

1 See Falkenhausen, “The Inscnbed Bronzes from Yang,racun and Roya.l Audlence and Its
Reﬂeenons I : ‘ SRR .

|
|
!
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sanshou =%%: the Three Long-Lnred Ones, the spmts of the first three Zhou |

kmgs, three stars in the sky1?

sexagenary cycle: the surty-day cycle of ten Heavenly stem” (t:angan 35“_!:)
and twelve “Earthly branch” (dizAi #13Z) signs that rotate in pairs resulting ina
the sixty day solar calendar. Already in use during the Shang period as a method
to keep track of ritual sacnﬁces to ancestors, who were also narned for the ten
Stcmdays S o ) . - R ; L N o

shanfu %EE a high minister who managed governmental affulrs iniide and

outside of the court; based on Jater commentaries some understand hrs role asa

steward in charge of food service; see nos. 46, 56, 62.
shangdi L77: the Deity Above, ngh Lord the d1v1ne spmt of the sky, equrva-

lentin Zhou bronze 1nscr1pt10ns to Tian..
rbangxra £ the spirits above and below; sky and earth spmts
shen ¥ a spirit, natural or ancestral divinity,

sheng B sage, an epithet for an ancestral spirit (see Y1n ]1 dmg, no. 34) Also
called Sage Bnghtness sbmg sbuang BT (see Xmg zbang, no. 33) SR

shi fi: master of ritual or m1htary arts; teacher; captaan 13 Different types of
shi include “grand masters” (dashi KH) and “masters in chu:f " (shishi BT EC). The
word shi could also refer to an army, a military encampment, or a garrison,

shi EE: arcl'uvxst, scribe; hrstonan astrologer, diviner; further differentiated as
“inner” or “court” scribe (neishi), grand scrrbe (tmrbz),or as techmman (ym) or
scnbes of “barnboo annals” (zuare) :

shi F' corpse take on the respons1b111ty of (managmg) an affarr, loan for the
name Yi 3; in transmitted texts the 547 appears as an actor in the sacrificial feast, -

traditionally believed to be a grandson impersonating the ancestor at the feast.
shu 5L collateral famrly rank younger brother of father

taotie &ﬁ;"- an Eastern Zhou term apphed by later historians to the late Shang
and early Western Zhou mask-like animal faces, featunng prominent horns and
eyes and combining physical elements from a vanety of wild animals. Hrstonans
debate the functron of this prominent décor.1* S

L2 The zdennty of these three stars is unknown However, in the Han penod three stars.ln the
vicinity of the Dipper were known as the san gong =4}, which Pankenier translates as 'Ihree
Eminences”; see Pankenier, Astralagy and C'o.rmo]agy in Early China, 458.

13 L Feng suggests that all s3i at one time partictpated in military activities (“Offices’in Bronze
Inscnpnons and Western Zhou Government Ad.mmrstratlon, 20n. 60 Bureaumzcy and tiJe Starr
in Early China, 220-31). .. ‘ : 4

4 See Whrtﬁeld ed The Problem 0_}" Meanmg in Early C.bmere Rn‘ual Bronzer, Kesner, 'Ih

'deprecatlon,ammor TR N A R

-%La.i.-gi'i“ii:'f";,‘-;::'-GLOSSARY:E‘.;%.?-"'- Lo 309

' tmngan R Heavenly stem,”later term to indicate the ten primary sun signs
“used to mark sacrifice days to particular ancestors; also used in the solar calendar.

Seesexagenarycycle e - _ ERET AR

tianjun KE: a reference to the Zhou queen 'Ihe ntle jun appeared as early as

the Shang period and seems to have been used as a title for a ruler who was not

a King. Since the King could be referred to as the Son of Heaven (mmzx KT,

.see below), the j Jun of Heaven could be the queen. In later t1mes, the title jun was

adapted to, refer to men who culnvated the moral qualmes desrred in a ruler, “ ‘
tianming 5%‘1?‘ or daming Dt‘f?‘ Heaven's Mandate o the Great Mandate, .

~ divine authorlty to rule, the source of de Sec also de.

trambz 5&% or dashi j(% the Chamber of Heaven or Great Hall poss1bly .‘

an ancient observatory or sanctum in a palace or major shrine.

tianzi KT+ the Son of Heaven, the title used by subjects when addressrng the _—
' Zhou Kxng Later apphed to emperors See also buang

wang - F. kmg' hegernomc leader of an alhed group of POl.lthS or of a smgle o
state. By the 4th century B.C. E, wang was used to refer to deceased ancestors,

such as paternal grandparents BRI

'weryz EZ% Awesome Decorum, a mode of behavior drsplaymg educatron in -
the ritual and mlhtary arts; the style of a dance performance . .

wen jC patterned cultrvated or accomphshed a typ1cal eprthet for an ances- "

_tral spmt, Db T ;

'xzang 3 the presentanon of sacnﬁc:al oﬂ'enngs and memonal feasts for the S

ancestral sprrrts, one of the pnmary functions of bronze vessels

xiang . feast, that like xiang $ (see above), probably mcluded ancestral :
(and perhaps nature) spirits, but the scale of the invitees seems larger and the

locations more public, even outdoors, and not necessarily inside a shrine. These

feasts might be held (or ! presented ni ﬁ) to conclude an exchange of goods or

to celebrate the harvest, . . ., . Wt :

- xigozi/ l\? the Little One, yOuth l.meage herr, scion, self-reference when ad—

dressing one’s father's spirit; a son strll in mourmng for his father, a term of self- '
ya Ei: an office in the Shang government of unknown funcnon, later title for _

a branch lineage founder. The shape of the graph ya suggests a link to mortuary
rrtual 15 As w1th other k.mshlp terms 1n late Shang society, such as “son (zt) or

* Taotie Reconsxdered” and Chxlds-]ohnson, “The Metamorphrc Image

15 See Allan, The Sbape of the Turtle, for a discussion how the shape of the graph reflects the
shape of the nﬁmg cosmos, the royal tomb, and the outline of 2 typrcal oracle plastron prepared
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“father” (fu), the _ya could be mobrllzed as a group (as in the phrase “Many
ya" BEE). Sr

Yin £2: the Zhou name for the Shang pohty and people, also referred to the last |

Shang caprta.l

yinF: an overseer in charge of c court dutres mcludmg managmg the text durmg
appointment ceremonies and engineering pro_|ects around the capital. Different

types of yin included the “corrective overseer” (zberzgym IEF), the “bamboo--

document overseer " (zuoce yin ‘I’Fﬂ‘ﬁ?), and “the oversecr m chief” ymrbz FK.

yong FA: “use (the vessel, or opportumry) to (sacrrﬁce)” (see yangzua) The word '
yong often precedes a series of promises by the owner of the vessel as to its use. .

For example, the late Western Zhou Xi-Zhong zhong S8 (Jickeng 71): “Xi
Zhong made this greatly harmonious series of chime-bells. May he use it to pur-
sue (in memory) and present filial sacrificial offerings to (his) Bnght Deceased-
father Ji Bo and use it to entertam (his) Former Accomphshed Ones, so his

. progeny will eternally treasure and use (the bronzes) to present mortuary feasts :

SFERHE, AEETE¥TH, Jﬂﬁgﬁ‘ljc)\ ?&?ﬂﬁﬁ?

yong zuo Fﬁ‘l’ﬁ “to use (matenals, opportumty) to make (1 . cast, an mscnbed
-bronze vessel).” The phrase is translated variously dependmg on how the full ded-

ication of the vessel is interpreted. For example, one issue is whether the word

yong functioned as a full verb; perhaps even in the old Shang sense of “to use in
 sacrifice” or more as an auxiliary verb like yi LA, which was rarely used in this con-
text during the Western Zhou. Variations of the phrase include the typical yong

| zuo bao zun yi FA{ESEH R “use (the grfts to commlssron, or this opportumty) to .

- ‘make a treasured sacrificial vessel for expressing reverence (to the ancestors and
the gift-giver).” At times the spirit (or living bride in the case of dowry vessels)

for whom the vessel is dedicated is mentioned after the zuo: yang ZUO quE WeNgU

bao zun yi FI/EFRSUE B 2% “use (the award or the opportumty) to make a trea-

sured sacrificial vessel for his or her'Accomplished Aunt {or mother-in-law) to -

express reverence.” The yong and zuo were also used separately yong dian wang
Aling, zuo Zkou Gong yi AIBLES, {EF25% “use the occasion of recordmg the
. King’s command to make a sacrificial vessel for Zhou Gong

yousi H E]: supervisors of governmental duties, such as of “ land” chstnbutlon

and management {sizu F]-L), “labor” (sigeng F1 L), and “horses” and militia sup-

plies (sima #15%). They often acted as judges in local disputes..” - ..

yu 3 “region, territory”; many -scholars assume B &% should be read as guo @ (@

graph first used in the late Western Zhou penod see the Mao Gong ding, no. 55).
'The popular read.mg of 3 _yu B, as guo B, “state,” is palaeograplucally poss1ble but

for display rather than srmply storage o

GLOSSA_RY Cele ~os1

h1stor1cally unnecessary 'Ihe territories” were a Zhou reference for fang 77, an

~old term referring to regions considered as the far periphery of the royal sphere’

of influence. The siyu W93 “Four Territories”, like the common term sifang M
77 “Four Regions,” had both a pragmatic meaning of “the whole sphere of politi-
cal and economy influence” and also the connotation of a cosmological realm of

‘spiritual control.'® We know from' inscriptions in no. 39 that the people in the

territories were organized into confederations, or small states, see bang
zbang fth: the m1ddle rank of male or female mblmgs L y
Zhougong YA /AT Patnareh Lord Duke of Zhou.In later transmrtted hterature,

- Zhou Gong was famous for his moral government and for acting as regent when

King Cheng was a minor. He was a younger brother of Zhou founder King Wu
named Dan E.. In the Western Zhou bronze inscriptions there are many Zhou
Gong who were obvrously different people living at different times. 17 .. '

- zizi sunsun F=(FF) - (5?‘35?) sons of sons and grandsons of grand- :

sons, many sons and grandsons, male progeny, descendants of the awardee. The - -

term is commonly abbreviated with the two lines of reduplrcatron and is found i in
the prayer at the end of the inscription. For example, “May (the awardee’s) prog- BE

eny forever protect and use it (the vessel) ﬁ'_f' (??) 5?* (%%) fkﬁﬁz

Zongzhou 7= J&: Ancestral Zhov".

zuoce VEH: the Document-Maker, the creator of bamboo annals, an ofﬁcral : .
along with .\'bz and yinwho handled the texts of the ngs commands and other ’
arc}uves : . :

it

) Unknofwn Wards

B “manage; carry on (1nher1ted) dutres, posszbly jian %‘E (*k em), meamng ml'

'addmon, at the same time. "18 A Western Zhou term mth no obvrous descendant

graph see no. 46 note 4 above R

ﬁll: rise up loan for enjoy (le %), loan for paymg respects (ke ‘PE) Some-'
times read as the Western Zhou versron of to celebrate” (;za %) See no. 33,
note 8 : S : ‘ o

16 See A.llan, Tbe Sbape af tbe Turrle, chap R

17 See Shaughnessy, Sources qf Western Zhou ertary, 20116,

8 Wang Hui, Shang Zhou jinwen, 188,n.7.- L
i
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Names of Vessel Types

For an extensive glossary mcludmg vessel names, see Falkenhausen, Cbmese Saczety m
the Age of Canﬁrrms, 517—55 = Jh : .

R

bi B spatulas with long handles for semng, ﬁrst cast in bronze dunng the
Shang period. : :

bo §8: large bells that hung vertlcally ona wooden stand most common dunng

- the Spring and Autumn perrod

' dmg $51:" cauldrons believed to be used for cooking meat stews, may be three-
legged and round or four-legged and rectangular (fangdmg 77 §#); many are fur-
nished with loop handles on the rim for lifting and moving them with poles.
Cauldrons were the oldest and longest standing form, dating from the Erlitou =
H5 period up through the Han. The Iargest ﬂmgdmg, rangmg in helght from
80 to 100 cm, belonged to Shang royalty

fang_yt 7:7& square, often highly decorated containers for storing ﬁne ales;

most common during the late Shang and early Western Zhou era.

Sfou {i: storage vessels for ale with bulbous squat bodies under uprrght collars __

and paired handles; most common during the Eastern Zhou penod

fu B{: rectangular food contamers for storing grain with lids that could be

reversed and used for serving dtshes most common durtng the Eastern Zhou

penod

gong i vessels for pounng aleoholic beverages; in the shape of four—Iegged
~ animals with spouts and handles; most common during the late Shang and early
Western Zhou era. Animals featured included tigers, dragons, and owls.

._ g4 fil: tall slender vase-like drrnl-ung goblets popular among Shang e11te |

. gui . tureen-like containers for grain cooked with herbs, legumes, or vegeta—
bles; the vessels generally have round bodies with one or two pairs of handles that
sit on a ringed foot or square box that could sit over coals (called fangzuo gui
J7EEHE, occasionally with tiny bells underneath that would ring when the ves-
sels were carried); most popular in the late Shang penod up through the rmddle
- Western Zhou period. :

be 75: teapot-like vessels with spouts, hds, and handles; used for pouring hqurds
for drinking and bathing; popular beginning in the late Shang penod and con-
tinuing through the Eastern Zhou period. -

hu TE: lidded vase-like containers for fine ale that come in round, rectang‘ular or

1 For a recent discussion, see Childs-Johnson, “Postscript on Big Ding.”
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flask-like versions; popular beginning in the late Shang penod and contmumg up .
through the Eastern Zhou period. - x : o .

Jia —FEE round, flared-mouthed variations of the Jue dr1nk1ng beakers with three
blade like legs that allowed the ale to be warmed before drinking. The form da_tes _
from the Erlitou period and became extinct during' the early Zhou period. -

.' jian B large rectangular basins. wrth two handles for bathlng, most popuIar

dunng the Eastern Zhou period. -

| Jue B beakers with elliptical narrow rnug—hke bOdlCS, brrd like w1th spouts in

front and tails in back that looped over a single handle attached beneath the rims.
Most have two small posts on opposite sides of the cup rim, suggesting hanging
décor, or perhaps a place to attach ropes. The three blade-like legs allowed alco-
holic beverages to be warmed over coals. The form dates from the Erlitou period, -

-became a signature vessel durlng the Shang penod and gradually was phased out

during the early Zhou :

lei 8 large tall storage vessels for alcoholrc beverages wrth w1de shoulders over
narrow feet; began durrng the Shang perrod and contmued through the Eastern -
Zhou penod : R AR ol

Ii : cauldrons for cookmg w1th three pouch hke hollow legs that can be ﬁlled i
with hqurd The form was common in clay and a popular bronze vessel durmg the

Western Zhou period.

lie ﬁll a term apphed by modern archaeolog1sts to a series of 2 smgle type of
vessel; for example, liegui, lieding; started to appear in the middle Western Zhou o

period and first evident in a lineage cemetery near Baoji T, west of Xi'an.

pan H&: low-walled basins for liquids, possibly used for ablation. The inside was.

often highly decorated with 1nc1sed or sculptural dragons fish, and other animal
décor.

pen ﬁ high walled basins for hqu1ds, possrbly for bathmg

xu rectangular round-cornered lidded vessels similar in use to gui vessels,

_ popular during the second half of the Western Zhou period.

yan B steamers in which a metal filter separated the lower three pouch- hke
hollow legs underneath the zeng EL vessels (similar to bottomless ding); a form
cast in bronze since the Shang period and common dunng the ﬁrst half of the

"Zhou penod

yt . pounng vessels w1thout hds, dated as early as Shang and contmued into

the Eastern Zhou penod

|
|
i
|
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yongzhong Fi&H: bells hung from a wooden bar by a shank; often used in a'se-
ries as chime bells; bells in the series might be the same size or - graduated. .

you Ei: finely wrought round or elliptical covered containers with swmg-—han-

dles for storing and transporting fine ale, particularly used for gifts of ale durmg
the Zhou; the form was first cast into bronze durmg the Shang period. -

zhan & (or dui BX): circular vessels with lids that, like the fit, could be reversed
and used as a serving dish; most popular during the Eastern Zhou period.

zhi ff: squat, round, vase-like cups, sometimes lidded, for drinking; most com-

mon during the early Western Zhou penod when it mlght be pmred w1th a
Shang-style jue drmkmg vessel. Co . .

zhong & general term for bells, wh1ch evolved in numerous different shapes
The most common type with i inscriptions mcluded the ch1me bells (yangzi)ang)
and Iarge bells (ba) 20

zhou ﬂ' elliptical drmk.mg cups, sometimes with handles, feet ot hds w:th "

round knobs; most popular dunng thc Eastern Zhou penod

' zun E large vase-like vessels for storing fine ale with tall beaker-hke boches,
flared mouths and high ring-feet; some had lids and were cast in the shapes of

animals and /or birds; the form dates to the Shang and connnued up, through the -

: Eastem Zhou penod

CAC
'PRG

© 20 For Vthc cvolotion, names, and quality of bells, see Falk_enhausen, Suspended Music.
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