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[Text version of database, created 12/09/2013]. 

 

Annotated Swadesh wordlists for the Khinalug group (North Caucasian family). 

 

Languages included: Khinalug [kjj]. 

 

DATA SOURCES 

  

General 

 

Comrie & Khalilov 2010 = Б. Комри, М. Халилов. Словарь языков и диалектов народов 

Северного Кавказа. Сопоставление основной лексики. Лейпциг/Махачкала, 2010 [B. 

Comrie, M. Khalilov. Dictionary of languages and dialects of the peoples of the Northern 

Caucasus. Comparison of the basic lexicon. Leipzig/Makhachkala, 2010] // A thematic 

glossary of East Caucasian and some neighbouring languages. See 

http://lingweb.eva.mpg.de/ids/ for on-line access and detail. The source is actually somewhat 

unreliable, with a considerable number of erroneous forms. 

 

Kibrik & Kodzasov 1988 = А. Е. Кибрик, С. В. Кодзасов. Сопоставительное изучение 

дагестанских языков: Глагол. Москва, 1988. // A thematic glossary of verbs in East 

Caucasian languages. Supplemented by short sketches of the verb systems in individual 

languages. 

 

Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990 = А. Е. Кибрик, С. В. Кодзасов. Сопоставительное изучение 

дагестанских языков: Имя, фонетика. Москва, 1990. // A thematic glossary of nouns in 

East Caucasian languages. Supplemented by short sketches of the phonetic and nominal systems 

in individual languages. 

 

NCED = S. L. Nikolayev, S. A. Starostin. A North Caucasian Etymological Dictionary. 

Moscow: Asterisk Publishers, 1994. Reprint in 3 vols.: Ann Arbor: Caravan Books, 2007. 

// Monumental etymological dictionary of the North Caucasian (Nakh-Daghestanian, a.k.a. 

Northeast Caucasian + Abkhaz-Adyghe, a.k.a. Northwest Caucasian) language family. In 

addition to approximately 2000 roots, reliably or tentatively reconstructed for Proto-North 
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Caucasian, also provides intermediate reconstructions for the protolanguages of the daughter 

branches: Nakh, Avar-Andian, Tsezian, Dargwa, Lezghian, Abkhaz-Adyghe. Tables of 

correspondences and detailed notes are given in the introduction, available online at 

http://starling.rinet.ru/Texts/caucpref.pdf. All etymologies also available online on the StarLing 

database server, at http://starling.rinet.ru/cgi-bin/main.cgi?flags=eygtnnl. 

  

Khinalug 

  

Desheriev 1959 = Ю. Д. Дешериев. Грамматика хиналугского языка. Москва, 1959. // A 

descriptive grammar of the Khinalug language. 

  

Ganieva 2002 = Ф. А. Ганиева. Хиналугско-русский словарь. Махачкала, 2002. // A 

Khinalug-Russian dictionary of ca. 8000 entries, supplemented with a grammar sketch. 

  

KhinEDb = S. A. Starostin. Khinalug Etymological Database. // Computerized version of the 

Proto-Khinalug corpus, available at http://starling.rinet.ru/cgi-bin/main.cgi?flags=eygtnnl. 

Includes some Proto-Khinalug etymologies (mostly basic lexicon items) that have not been 

included in [NCED] due to their lack of external cognates in other branches of North Caucasian. 

  

Kibrik 1994 = A. E. Kibrik. Khinalug. In: R. Smeets. The Indigenous Languages of the 

Caucasus, vol. 4. Caravan Books, 1994. P. 367-406. // A grammar sketch of the Khinalug 

language. 

  

Kibrik et al. 1972 = А. Е. Кибрик, С. В. Кодзасов, И. П. Оловянникова. Фрагменты 

грамматики хиналугского языка. Москва, 1972. // A descriptive grammar of the Khinalug 

language supplemented with texts and glossary. 

  

Additional 

  

Kerimov 1985 = К. Р. Керимов. Глагол хиналугского языка. Диссертация на соискание 

ученой степени кандидата филологических наук. Махачкала, 1985. // A study of the 

Khinalug verbal system. 
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NOTES 

 

1. General. 

  

The primary lexicographic sources on the Khinalug (Khinalugh, Xinalug) language is 

the dictionary [Ganieva 2002], plus the glossaries in [Kibrik & Kodzasov 1988; Kibrik & 

Kodzasov 1990; Kibrik et al. 1972]. Some forms and grammatical information have been 

taken from [Desheriev 1959; Kibrik 1994; Kerimov 1985]. Khinalug lexical data are 

systematically quoted in [Comrie & Khalilov 2010], but we prefer not to use this source 

due to its general unreliability. 

  

Etymological portions of the notes with special references to the Lezgian data are based 

on S. Starostin's data in [NCED] and [KhinEDb] with certain additions and corrections 

when necessary. 

  

2. Transliteration. 

  

The following transliterational chart covers our principal sources: 

  

[Ganieva 2002]   [Kibrik et al. 1972]   [Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990]   [NCED]          GLD                      

                                                               

б         b (b˓ before front vowels),  

b˒ (b before front vowels)   

b   b   b   

пп        p (p˓ before front vowels),  

p˒ (p before front vowels)   

     p:   p   

пп                                p:        pː   

п         pʰ (p˓ʰ before front vowels), 

p˒ʰ (pʰ before front vowels)   

p   p   pʰ   

пI        pʼ (p˓ʼ before front vowels), 

p˒ʼ (pʼ before front vowels)   

pʼ   ṗ   pʼ   

                                                               

в         v (v˓ before front vowels),  

v˒ (v before front vowels)   

v   w   v   

вв         ( ˓ before front vowels), ˒ 

(  before front vowels)   

      vː   

ф         f (f˓ before front vowels), f˒ (f f   f   f   
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[Ganieva 2002]   [Kibrik et al. 1972]   [Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990]   [NCED]          GLD                      

before front vowels)   

                                                               

д         d (d˓ before front vowels),  

d˒ (d before front vowels)   

d   d   d   

тт        t (t˓ before front vowels),  

t˒ (t before front vowels)   

t    t:   t   

тт         ( ˓ before front vowels),  

˒ (  before front vowels)   

t t    t:   tː   

т         tʰ (t˓ʰ before front vowels), 

t˒ʰ (tʰ before front vowels)   

t   t   tʰ   

тI        tʼ (t˓ʼ before front vowels),  

t˒ʼ (tʼ before front vowels)   

tʼ   ṭ   tʼ   

                                                               

цц        ts                             c:        c   

цц        t                         c:        cː   

ц   tsʰ                      c                  c         cʰ   

цI        tsʼ               cʼ                         cʼ   

                                                               

з         z (z˓ before front vowels),  

z˒ (z before front vowels)   

z   z   z   

с         s (s˓ before front vowels),  

s˒ (s before front vowels)   

s   s   s   

                                                               

дж        dʒ                 ǯ                  ǯ         ǯ   

чч        tʃ                             :            

чч        ʃ                       :         ː   

ч         tʃʰ                                            ʰ   

чI        tʃʼ               ʼ                          ʼ   

                                                               

ж         ʒ                  ž                  ž         ž   

ш         ʃ                 š                  š         š   

                                                               

г  

(гы before 

front vowels)   

g (g˓ before front vowels)   g (g   before front vowels)   g   g  

    before front vowels)   

кк  

(ккы before 

front vowels)   

k (k˓ before front vowels)   k   k    before front vowels)   k:   k  

 k  before front vowels)   

кк  k   k ˓  before front vowels)   k k   k:   kː  
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[Ganieva 2002]   [Kibrik et al. 1972]   [Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990]   [NCED]          GLD                      

(ккы before 

front vowels)   

 k k    before front vowels)    k ː  before front vowels)   

к  

(кы before front 

vowels)   

kʰ (k˓ʰ before front vowels)   k (k   before front vowels)   k   kʰ  

 k h  before front vowels)   

кI  

(кIы before front 

vowels)   

kʼ (k˓ʼ before front vowels)   kʼ (kʼ   before front vowels)   ḳ   kʼ  

 k ̓  before front vowels)   

г         g˒ (g before front vowels)   g (gy before back vowels)   g   g  

(gʸ before back vowels)   

кк        k˒ (k before front vowels)   k   k y before back vowels)   k:   k  

(kʸ before back vowels)   

кк        k ˒  k  before front vowels)   k k   

 k k y before back vowels)   

k:   kː  

(kːʸ before back vowels)   

к         k˒ʰ (kʰ before front vowels)   k (ky before back vowels)   k   kʰ  

(kʰʸ before back vowels)   

кI        k˒ʼ (kʼ before front vowels)   kʼ (kʼy before back vowels)   ḳ   kʼ  

(kʼʸ before back vowels)   

                                                               

кхь       kx                 kx                 kx        kˣ   

                                                               

гг        ɣ                  ǧ                 ɣ         ɣ  

хь        x (x˓ before front vowels)   x (x   before front vowels)   x   x  

    before front vowels)   

хь        x˒ (x before front vowels)   x (xy before back vowels)   x   x  

(xʸ before back vowels)   

                                                               

                               G                            ɢ   

къ        q                              q:        q   

къ, къкъ                             q:        qː   

хъ        qχ               q                  q         qʰ   

кь        qʼ                qʼ                         qʼ   

                                                               

гъ        ʁ                  R                  ʁ         ʁ   

х         χ                X                  χ       χ   

                                                               

гI        ʕ   ʕ                                  ʕ         ʕ   

хI        ħ                  H                  ħ         ħ   
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[Ganieva 2002]   [Kibrik et al. 1972]   [Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990]   [NCED]          GLD                      

ъ         ʔ                  ʔ                  ʔ         ʔ   

гь        h                  h                  h         h   

                                                               

м         m (m˓ before front vowels), 

m˒ (m before front vowels)   

m   m   m   

мм                         mm                           mː   

н         n (n˓ before front vowels),  

n˒ (n before front vowels)   

n   n   n   

р         r (r˓ before front vowels),  

r˒ (r before front vowels)   

r   r   r   

л         l (l˓ before front vowels)   l (l   before front vowels)   l   l  

(ɫ before front vowels)   

лл        l   l ˓  before front vowels)   ll (ll   before front vowels)      lː  

(ɫː before front vowels)   

л         l˒ (l before front vowels)   l (ly before back vowels)   l   l  

(lʸ before back vowels)   

лл        l ˒   l  before front vowels)   ll (lly before back vowels)      lː  

(lːʸ before back vowels)   

у, Cв                 w                  ʷ, w      w   

й         j                  j                  j         y   

                                                               

и         i                  i                  i         i   

уь        y                  ü                  ü         ü   

е, э      e                  e                  e         e   

оь        ø                 ö                  ö         ö   

а         а                  a                  a         a   

аь        æ                 ä                  ä         ä   

о         о                  o                  o         o   

у         u                  u                  u         u   

ы         ɯ                 ɨ                  ɨ         ɨ   

                               Vː                          Vː   

Ỻ        Ỻ                 Ỻ                 V         ˈV   

  

1. The phonological opposition between the lax and tense series of stops and affricates 

(as p / pː, č / čː, etc.) is secondary, and still remains marginal. Normal historical 

distribution is as follows: the tense series (pː, čː, etc.) occurs between vowels, the lax 

series (p, č, etc.) occurs elsewhere. In the modern language, however, the lax series (p, č, 

etc.) can occur intervocalically at morpheme boundaries or even within a root [Kibrik et 
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al. 1972: 18 ff.]; this makes the lax / tense opposition phonemic. 

  

2. The phonological opposition between the non-palatalized and palatalized consonant 

series (such as s / sʸ, k / kʸ, etc.) is secondary, and still remains marginal. Normal 

historical distribution is as follows: the palatalized series (sʸ, kʸ, etc.) occurs before front 

vowels, the non-palatalized series (s, k, etc.) occurs elsewhere (e.g., before back vowels). 

In the modern language, however, due to some processes, e.g., at morpheme 

boundaries, the non-palatalized series (s, k, etc.) can occur before front vowels, and, vice 

versa, the palatalized series (sʸ, kʸ, etc.) may be encountered before back vowels. This 

makes the non-palatalized / palatalized opposition phonemic. In [Kibrik et al. 1972: 19], 

such an opposition is described for the labial (pʸ pʰʸ pʼʸ vʸ vːʸ fʸ mʸ), dento-alveolar (dʸ tʸ tːʸ 

tʰʸ tʼʸ zʸ sʸ nʸ rʸ lʸ lːʸ), and velar (gʸ kʸ kːʸ kʰʸ kʼʸ xʸ) rows. Similarly in [Kibrik & Kodzasov 

1988], these items can be marked as velar before front vowels (e.g., the auxiliary verb 

-vˠi [Kibrik & Kodzasov 1988: 52]). However, in [Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 346] it is 

reported that only the velars (gʸ kʸ kːʸ kʰʸ kʼʸ xʸ) and laterals (lʸ lːʸ) demonstrate this 

phonological opposition in all the Khinalug idiolects, whereas palatalized variants of 

other consonants can either be phonologized or not. We follow [Kibrik & Kodzasov 

1990] and only introduce the palatalized velars (gʸ kʸ kːʸ kʰʸ kʼʸ xʸ) and laterals (lʸ lːʸ) in 

our phonemic-oriented transcription. 

  

3. As described in [Kibrik et al. 1972: 30, 41 f., 46], the phonological opposition between 

the plain and aspirated voiceless consonant series (as t / tʰ, č / čʰ, etc.) is only present in 

the intervocalic position or in the initial position before a vowel or a sonant. Elsewhere, 

this opposition is neutralized as follows: (a) in word-final position, only the aspirated 

series occurs (-tʰ#, -kʰ#, etc.); (b) after a fricative or a resonant segment before a vowel, 

only the plain series occurs (-nta-, -ska-, etc.). There is no opposition before obstruents: 

in [Kibrik et al. 1972; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990], the first segment in such a cluster is 

transcribed as aspirated, but we prefer to follow the Cyrillic orthography and transcribe 

these as non-aspirated (čχ, ps, etc.). Finally, in the rare medial position before a 

resonant, only the aspirated series occurs (-tʰm-, etc.). It should be especially noted that 

the Cyrillic orthography is rather inconsistent in all the aforementioned cases. 

  

4. There is a number of specific positional, i.e., non-phonemic variants such as šː rː gʷ ɦ ŋ 

ŋʸ    and so on, discussed in [Kibrik et al. 1972]. These are not reflected in the traditional 
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orthography and in our GLD transcription. Additionally, it is noted in [Ganieva 2002: 

471] that vowels adjacent to a pharyngeal (ʕ ħ) may become pharyngealized ({I} in the 

Cyrillic orthography). 

  

5. The status of long vowels is unclear. These are systematically marked only in [Kibrik 

& Kodzasov 1988; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990]. 

 

Database compiled and annotated by:  

Khinalug: A. Kassian, August 2013. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. ALL 

Khinalug bitʰˈin ~ bütʰˈün {битин} (-1).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 64, 367; Kibrik et al. 1972: 81. Polysemy: 'all (omnis) / all (totus)'. Borrowed from Azerbaijani bütün 'all 

(totus/omnis)'. 

 

2. ASHES 
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Khinalug zäkʼ {заькI} (1).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 119, 386; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 207; Kibrik et al. 1972: 323, 330.   

  Etymology: Khinalug zäkʼ 'ashes' originates from North Caucasian *Hrimqʼːʷ  [NCED: 606], cognate with the basic 

Proto-Lezgian term *riqʼːʷˤ 'ashes'. 

 

3. BARK 

Khinalug qobˈuʁ {къобугъ} (-1).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 177; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 97. Polysemy: 'bark / peel / shell / human skin', borrowed from a dialectal 

variant of Azerbaijani gabɨg (Quba dialect *gabuɣ) 'bark; shell'.   

  A second word for 'bark' is qabˈɨʁ {къабыгъ} 'bark / peel / shell', quoted in [Ganieva 2002: 161, 391]: a more recent 

borrowing from literary Azerbaijani gabɨg 'bark'. 

 

4. BELLY 

Khinalug šax {шахь} (5).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 346, 382; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 36; Kibrik et al. 1972: 311, 329. Polysemy: 'belly / stomach'. Paradigm: 

šax [abs.] / čx -i [erg.].    

  Distinct from the specific term for 'stomach': mičˈi [Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 36] ~ mičʰˈi {мичи} [Ganieva 2002: 224].    

  Distinct from qursˈaʁ {къурсагъ} 'animal stomach' [Ganieva 2002: 181], borrowed from Azerbaijani gursag 

'abomasum; stomach, belly'.    

  Etymology: Khinalug šax 'belly' originates from North Caucasian *čiwxːVː 'a part of stomach or craw' vel sim. [NCED: 

346], cognate with some scant Lezgian forms of similar semantics. 

 

5. BIG 

Khinalug čχi {чхи} (-1).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 335, 365; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 237; Kibrik et al. 1972: 318, 325. Polysemy: 'big / elder'. This is, 

apparently, the basic term for 'big', cf. the examples in [Ganieva 2002: 335]: "big building", "big tree", "big crown (of a tree)", "capital 

letter", "big deal". As proposed in [NCED: 386], borrowed from Lezgian (Literary, Quba) čʼeχˈi 'big / elder' with regular Khinalug 

deglottalization before a consonant.   

  Distinct from several more specific or marginal terms: zorbˈa {зорба}, which, according to examples, means 

something like 'massive (Russian: крупный)' and 'huge' [Ganieva 2002: 124, 365] (borrowed from Azerbaijani zorba 'big, 

massive, huge'); yakʰˈa {йака} 'big' with the only example "big boy" [Ganieva 2002: 136, 365] (borrowed from Azerbaijani 
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yekä ~ äkä 'big, large'); qʰazˈɨ {хъазы} 'massive (Russian: крупный)' [Ganieva 2002: 312, 365]. 

 

6. BIRD 

Khinalug quš {къуш} (-1).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 181, 425; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 86; Kibrik et al. 1972: 308, 338. Borrowed from Azerbaijani guš 'bird'.   

  Distinct from inherited cʼim-ˈir {цIимир} 'sparrow' [Ganieva 2002: 326; Kibrik et al. 1972: 316].   

  Etymology: Theoretically, cʼim-ˈir 'sparrow' can represent the basic Proto-Khinalug term for 'small/middle bird (in 

general)' (cf. similar situation in Lezgian lects). It originates from Proto-North Caucasian *cʼːʷämʔ  'eagle' [NCED: 370], 

cognate with some scant Lezgian forms of similar semantics. 

 

7. BITE 

Khinalug kʼakʼa-kʰ-iri {кIакIа кири} (8).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 190; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1988: 160; Kibrik et al. 1972: 299, 332; Desheriev 1959: 85, 201. Polysemy: 'to bite / 

to bite off, take a bite'. A complex verb, with the auxiliary kʰ-iri / kʰ-wi 'to do'. The nucleus kʼakʼa is quoted as a separate entry in 

[Ganieva 2002: 190] with the gloss 'a bite', but it is unclear if kʼakʼa may function independently; in any case cf. the paronymous noun 

kʼakʼˈa-l 'piece' [Ganieva 2002: 190].   

  A second candidate is didmˈiš-k-iri {дидмишкири} 'to bite' [Ganieva 2002: 100, 394; Kibrik et al. 1972: 289]. It must be 

noted that, according to Ganieva, it is the default Khinalug verb for 'to bite', cf. the examples: "he is biting his nail", "the 

wolf has bitten the sheep" [Ganieva 2002: 100]. A complex verb, with the Khinalug auxiliary kʰ-iri / kʰ-wi 'to do'. The 

nucleus didmˈiš is a borrowing from the Azerbaijani perfect stem did-miš- (infinitive did-mäk) 'to shred, pluck, scutch, pull 

about'.   

  Distinct from the complex verb čʼi-CLASS-x-wi {чIихьири} with polysemy: 'to hold / to seize / to catch / to bite' 

[Ganieva 2002: 343; Kibrik et al. 1972: 319] (-x-wi is the auxiliary verb, not used independently). According to available 

examples, in the meaning 'to bite' it is only applicable to dogs, with the semantic derivation {'to seize' > 'to bite'}: "When I 

was a kid, a dog bit me" [Kerimov 1985: 43], "I have unleashed the dog so that it may bite [undesirable persons]" [Kerimov 

1985: 90], "don't enter the courtyard, the dog will bite you" [Kerimov 1985: 123], "let the dog not bite them" [Kerimov 1985: 

153].   

  Etymology: The analytical construction kʼakʼa-kʰ-iri 'to do a bite' looks like a recent introduction of areal origin (cf. 

similar patterns in Nuclear Lezgian). The Khinalug root kʼakʼa- 'a bite' lacks etymology. 

 

8. BLACK 

Khinalug mičʼˈä {мичIаь} (1).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 224; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 234; Kibrik et al. 1972: 304.   

  Etymology: Khinalug mičʼä 'black' originates from Proto-North Caucasian *miːčʼV 'dark, a k. of dark color' [NCED: 

819]. Khinalug mičʼä is cognate with the Proto-Lezgian root *mičʼ[ä]-, whose Proto-Lezgian meaning was apparently 'dark', 
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although in Udi it is indeed reflected as 'black' (seemingly, a case of homoplasy). Due to semantic difference between 

Khinalug and Nuclear Lezgian lects, there is no reason to treat the Khinalug form as a Lezgian loanword. 

 

9. BLOOD 

Khinalug pʼi {пIи} (1).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 245, 393; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 48; Kibrik et al. 1972: 307, 332. Paradigm: pʼi [abs.] / pʼi-m-ˈi [erg.].   

  A second, more marginal term for 'blood' is qan {къан} [Ganieva 2002: 167, 393], borrowed from Azerbaijani gan 

'blood'.   

  Etymology: Khinalug pʼi 'blood' originates from Proto-North Caucasian *pʼiħV [NCED: 879], which competes with 

*hʷĕʔnV [NCED: 496] for the status of the Proto-North Caucasian term for 'blood'. Khinalug pʼi is cognate to Proto-Lezgian 

*pːiy (~ pʼ-), whose meaning was either 'blood vessel' or even 'blood' per se (Lezgian *pːiy means 'blood' at least in Udi and 

Archi). 

 

10. BONE 

Khinalug inkʼ {инкI} (1).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 130, 392; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 39; Kibrik et al. 1972: 295, 331. Polysemy: 'bone / stone of fruit'.   

  Etymology: Khinalug inkʼ 'bone' originates from Proto-North Caucasian *ɦreƛʼːʷĕ (~ -ĭ) 'bone' [NCED: 528], cognate 

with the basic Proto-Lezgian term *yirƛʼː 'bone'. 

 

11. BREAST 

Khinalug kʰoksˈu ~ kʰoksˈɨ {коксы} (-1).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 155, 376; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 22; Kibrik et al. 1972: 298, 328. Applicable to both men and women. 

Borrowed from Azerbaijani köks 'breast, chest'.  

  Distinct from maχˈar {махар} 'female breast' [Ganieva 2002: 214, 376; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 23; Kibrik et al. 1972: 

303, 328], borrowed from Kryts-Budukh maχar 'breast (in general)'. 

 

12. BURN TR. 

Khinalug CLASS=ˈek-kʰ-wi ~ CLASS=ˈäk-kʰ-wi {йаьккири} (1).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 139, 432; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1988: 53, 95; Kibrik et al. 1972: 296, 329. Historically, this is a causative 

formation which includes the auxiliary verb kʰ-wi 'to do' from k-i- [imperf., perf.] / CLASS=ˈekː-i-l [imv.] 'to burn (intrans.)' [Ganieva 



12 

 

2002: 159; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1988: 94; Kibrik et al. 1972: 297, 328].   

  Cf. the second verb for 'to burn (intrans.)', which is a close synonym to k-i: CLASS=ˈuv-i {йуври} [Ganieva 2002: 144; 

Kibrik & Kodzasov 1988: 94; Kibrik et al. 1972: 297, 328].   

  Etymology: Khinalug =(e)kː- 'to burn' originates from Proto-North Caucasian *=oːgʷV [NCED: 860], cognate with the 

basic Proto-Lezgian term *ʔokːʷɨ- 'to burn'. 

 

13. CLAW (NAIL) 

Khinalug čʰimˈi {чими} (1).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 333, 407; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 33; Kibrik et al. 1972: 318, 334.   

  Distinct from dɨrnˈaʁ {дырнагъ} with polysemy: 'claw / hoof' [Ganieva 2002: 105; Kibrik et al. 1972: 289, 331], 

borrowed from Azerbaijani dɨrnag 'fingernail, claw, hoof'.   

  Etymology: Khinalug čʰimi 'fingernail' originates from Proto-North Caucasian *mɦäːƛă (~ - ) 'fingernail' [NCED: 814], 

cognate with the basic Proto-Lezgian term *mːäɬː 'fingernail'. 

 

14. CLOUD 

Khinalug unkʼ {ункI} (5).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 293, 408; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 205; Kibrik et al. 1972: 319, 334. Polysemy: 'cloud / fog'.  

  Etymology: Khinalug unkʼ 'cloud' originates from Proto-North Caucasian *rĕnƛʼːʷ  (~ -ä -) 'a k. of cloud, fog' vel sim. 

[NCED: 947], without Lezgian cognates. 

 

15. COLD 

Khinalug qiː {къи} (2).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 175, 447; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 245; Kibrik et al. 1972: 308, 343. Applied to both objects and weather. 

The word is a perfective participle from the verb q-izˈi [imperf.] / q-iː [perf.] / CLASS=äqː-il [imv.] {къизи} 'to become cold' [Ganieva 

2002: 175; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1988: 97]. Vowel length (iː) is only noted in [Kibrik & Kodzasov 1988; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990].   

  Etymology: Khinalug =(ä)q- 'to get cold' originates from Proto-North Caucasian *=Hĭ ɢAː 'to get cold' [NCED: 568], 

cognate with Proto-Lezgian *ʡiqˤä- 'to get cold'. The synchronic participle from this verb forms the basic terms for 'cold 

(adj.)' in Archi and Northern Tabasaran. 

 

16. COME 

Khinalug kʰˈaː=kː-wi {каккуи} (8) / kʰˈaː=ʁ-i ~ kʰˈaː=CLASS=ɨʁ-i (1).  

 
References and notes: 
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Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 146, 423; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1988: 75; Kibrik et al. 1972: 297, 338. Suppletive paradigm: kʰˈaː=kː-wi [imperf.] 

/ kʰˈaː=0=ʁ-i, kʰˈaː=CLASS=ɨʁ-i [perf.] / kʰˈaː=0=r, kʰˈaː=CLASS=ɨr [imperf.]. Vowel length (aː) is only noted in [Kibrik & Kodzasov 1988].   

  The stems are prefixed with the common spatial prefix kʰa= 'towards the speaker' [Kibrik et al. 1972: 226], and 

contain the suppletive verb =kː-wi [imperf.] / =(ɨ)ʁ-i [perf.], which forms a great number of prefixal and complex verbs of 

motion. Imperfective =kː-wi is used independently as the imperfective stem k-wi 'to go' q.v., whereas perfective =(ɨ)ʁ-i is 

not attested in independent use. See notes on 'to go' for additional detail.   

  Etymology: No etymology for =kː-, but perfective =(ɨ)ʁ- is cognate with the basic Proto-Lezgian verb *ʔiqːʷˤä- 'to go / 

to come' with imperfective function; see notes on 'to go'.   

  Imperative =(ɨ)r apparently goes back to the Proto-North Caucasian verb of motion *=VʔʷV(r) [NCED: 1016], cognate 

with the basic Proto-Lezgian verb *ʔVʔʷV(r)- 'to come' with perfective function.   

  Quite different in [NCED: 422], where the spatial prefix kʰa= is regarded as a verbal root with the meaning 'to come' 

(further to Proto-North Caucasian motion verb *=əːrƛːŬ). We prefer to reject such an analysis.Perfective stem. 

 

17. DIE 

Khinalug kʼ-li ~ kʼ-ɨlˈi {кIыли} (1) / CLASS=ikʼ-ˈi (1).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 196, 444; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1988: 53, 170; Kibrik et al. 1972: 300, 342. Suppletive paradigm: kʼ-(ɨ)lˈi 

[imperf.] / CLASS=ikʼ-ˈi [perf.] / CLASS=ˈiːb-i-l [imv.]. Vowel length (iːb) is only noted in [Kibrik & Kodzasov 1988]; the root =iːb- is also 

used in the verb CLASS=ˈiːb-i 'to kill' q.v. According to [Ganieva 2002: 196], kʼ-li / CLASS=ikʼ-ˈi / CLASS=ˈiːb-i-l functions as a labile verb 

with polysemy: 'to die / to kill', although this is not the main verb for 'to kill' q.v.   

  Etymology: Khinalug (i)kʼ- 'to die' originates from Proto-North Caucasian *=iwƛʼĔ 'to die / to kill' [NCED: 661], 

cognate with the basic Proto-Lezgian labile verb *ʔiƛʼe 'to die / to kill'.Perfective stem. 

 

18. DOG 

Khinalug pχra {пхра} (1).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 242; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 73; Kibrik et al. 1972: 306, 340.   

  Etymology: Khinalug pχra 'dog' originates from Proto-North Caucasian * Hye 'dog' [NCED: 1073] (in [NCED], 

reconstructed as * Hʷĕye), cognate with the basic Proto-Lezgian term *χːʷäya 'dog'. 

 

19. DRINK 

Khinalug cʰu-lˈi ~ cʰˈuv-rˈi {цуври} (5).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 323, 415; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1988: 157; Kibrik et al. 1972: 316, 336. Paradigm: cʰu-lˈi ~ cʰuv-rˈi [imperf.] / 

cʰˈuv-i ~ cʰu [perf.] / cʰˈuv-a ~ cʰu [imv.].  

  Etymology: No reliable etymology. Cf. [NCED: 1028], where it is supposed that cʰu(v)- 'to dink' could be related to 

Khinalug rɨ=cʰ- 'to wash'. 
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20. DRY 

Khinalug qʼiː ~ CLASS=iqʼiː {кьи} (1).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 187, 439; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 242; Kibrik et al. 1972: 309, 341. Vowel length (iː) is only noted in [Kibrik 

& Kodzasov 1990]. Applied to both objects and climate. The class inflection is retained: b=iqʼiː [class 3] / 0=qʼiː [class 4]. The word is a 

perfective participle from the verb qʼ-izˈi [imperf.] / CLASS=(i)qʼ-i [perf.] with polysemy 'to dry (intrans.) / to pine (away) / to stop to 

give milk (of cow) / to bake' [Ganieva 2002: 187; Kibrik et al. 1972: 309].    

  Distinct from qurˈaʁ {къурагъ} 'dry (of climate), drought ' [Ganieva 2002: 181], borrowed from Azerbaijani gurag 

'drought; arid'.    

  Etymology: Khinalug (i)qʼ- '(to be) dry' originates from Proto-North Caucasian *=i ɢː̫ Ăr '(to be) dry' [NCED: 631], 

cognate with the basic Proto-Lezgian term *ʔiqʼːʷar- '(to be) dry'. 

 

21. EAR 

Khinalug tʼopʰ {тIоп} (3).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 288, 445; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 12; Kibrik et al. 1972: 315, 343. Paradigm: tʼopʰ [abs.] / tʼupʰ-ˈi [erg.]    

  Etymology: the origin of Khinalug tʼopʰ 'ear' is unclear. 

 

22. EARTH 

Khinalug inčˈi {инччи} (1).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 131, 385; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 199; Kibrik et al. 1972: 295, 330. Meaning 'soil'.   

  Distinct from tʰurpˈaʁ {турпагъ} 'earth, territory' [Ganieva 2002: 281, 385; Kibrik et al. 1972: 315, 330], borrowed from 

Azerbaijani torpag 'earth (soil, plot, land, ground)'.   

  Distinct from antʰ {ант} with polysemy: 'field, steppe / earth, ground, land / floor / flat, even, plane' [Ganieva 2002: 

41, 385; Kibrik et al. 1972: 284, 330].   

  Distinct from twa {ттва} 'Earth' [Ganieva 2002: 284, 385; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 199].   

  Etymology: Khinalug inči 'soil' originates from Proto-North Caucasian *yoːmɕːV 'earth, soil (?)' [NCED: 684], cognate 

to Proto-Lezgian *yo(m)č  (~ ʔ-), which we prefer to reconstruct with the meaning 'earth floor', although in Nidzh Udi, it 

has shifted to the basic meaning 'earth, soil'.   

  Khinalug antʰ 'earth, ground, land, field' can be compared to the Proto-Tsezian term for 'dirt, mud' < North 

Caucasian *ʔantV (~ -m-), see [NCED: 201].   

  The origin of Khinalug twa 'Earth' is unclear. 

 

23. EAT 

Khinalug qʼˈan-dä {кьандаь} (4).  
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References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 185; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1988: 156; Kibrik et al. 1972: 309, 329. Ablaut paradigm: qʼˈan-dä [imperf.] / qʼˈɨn-i 

[perf.] / qʼˈɨn(-i) [imv.]; the perfective & imperative root variant is quoted as qʼɨn- in [Kibrik & Kodzasov 1988; Kibrik et al. 1972], but 

as qʼin- in [Ganieva 2002: 185; Desheriev 1959: 176].   

  Etymology: Khinalug qʼan- 'to eat' originates from Proto-North Caucasian *Hĕm ɢːĂ 'to bite' [NCED: 559], cognate 

with Proto-Lezgian *ʔeqʼːɨ- 'to bite' q.v.; hence, the shift {'to bite' > 'to eat'} in Khinalug. 

 

24. EGG 

Khinalug kʼaz {кIаз} (6).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 189, 451; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 123; Kibrik et al. 1972: 300, 344. Paradigm: kʼaz [abs.] / kʼɨcʼ-ˈi [erg.]. 

Synchronic polysemy: 'egg / snake' (as proposed in [NCED: 259, 787], two different roots have coincided).  

  Etymology: as proposed in [NCED: 259], Khinalug kʼaz 'egg' can be deduced from Proto-North Caucasian *=akʼŭr 'to 

roll, rotate' with the meaning development {'to roll' > 'round' > 'egg'}. 

 

25. EYE 

Khinalug pʰil {пил} (1).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 240, 374; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 11; Kibrik et al. 1972: 306, 327. Paradigm: pʰil [abs.] / pʰt-i [erg.].   

  Etymology: Khinalug pʰil 'eye' originates from Proto-North Caucasian *ʡʷĭlʡi 'eye' [NCED: 250], cognate with the 

basic Proto-Lezgian term *ʔʷil 'eye'. 

 

26. FAT N. 

Khinalug mi {ми} (2).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 220, 382; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 122; Kibrik et al. 1972: 303, 329. A generic term.   

  Distinct from the more marginal term yaʁlˈɨ {йагълы} 'fat (n.) / fat (adj.)' [Ganieva 2002: 136], borrowed from 

Azerbaijani yaɣlɨ 'fat (adj.)'.   

  Etymology: Khinalug mi 'fat' originates from Proto-North Caucasian *măɦʷV (~ -ŏ-) 'fat' [NCED: 794], cognate with 

the basic Proto-Lezgian term *maʔˤ  'fat'. 

 

27. FEATHER 

Khinalug lälˈäg {лаьлаьг} (-1).  
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References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 206, 414; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 45; Kibrik et al. 1972: 302, 336. Borrowed from Azerbaijani läläk 'feather'.   

  A second term for 'feather' is yälˈäkʰ {йаьлаьк} [Ganieva 2002: 140, 414], borrowed from Azerbaijani yeläk 'feather'.   

  Distinct from tʰükʰ {туьк} 'down / face hair' [Ganieva 2002: 281], borrowed from Azerbaijani tük 'hair, fur, down'. 

 

28. FIRE 

Khinalug čʼä {чIаь} (1).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 341, 409; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 206; Kibrik et al. 1972: 319, 335. Paradigm: čʼä [abs.] / čʼičʼ-ˈi [erg.]. 

Polysemy: 'fire / hell / fever / misfortune, trouble'.   

  Etymology: Khinalug čʼä 'fire' originates from Proto-North Caucasian *cʼăy  'fire' [NCED: 354], cognate with the basic 

Proto-Lezgian term *cʼay 'fire'. 

 

29. FISH 

Khinalug balˈɨʁ {балыгъ} (-1).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 56, 429; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 87; Kibrik et al. 1972: 287, 339. Borrowed from Azerbaijani balɨg 'fish'.  

  Distinct from naqːˈa {накъкъа} 'large fish' [Ganieva 2002: 230], borrowed from Azerbaijani nagga ~ naxa 'sheatfish'. 

 

30. FLY V. 

Khinalug učʰmˈɨš-k-iri ~ učʰmˈuš-CLASS-qʼ-i {учмышкири} (-1).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 295, 395; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1988: 82; Kibrik et al. 1972: 319, 332. Complex verb that includes the auxiliary 

verbs kʰ-irˈi [imperf.] 'to do' & CLASS=(i)qʼ-ˈi [perf.] 'to become' [Kibrik & Kodzasov 1988: 62, 129]; the nucleus učʰmuš ~ učʰmɨš is 

borrowed from the Azerbaijani perfect stem uč-muš- (infinitive uč-mag) 'to fly'. 

 

31. FOOT 

Khinalug ankʰ {анк} (6).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 40, 407; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 31; Kibrik et al. 1972: 284, 334. Paradigm: ankʰ [abs.] / inkʸ-ˈam-i ~ ink-ˈi 

[erg.].   

  There are two documented terms for 'foot' in Khinalug:   

  1) the borrowed form pʰačʰˈa, which is quoted as a generic term for 'foot + leg' in [Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 30] (only 
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as 'foot' in earlier [Kibrik et al. 1972: 306, 334]). In [Ganieva 2002: 244, 407], it is glossed as Russian "нога", which can mean 

'foot', 'leg' or 'foot + leg', but, according to Ganieva's examples, this frequent word denotes both 'foot' and 'leg' (with 

additional polysemy: 'foot / leg / paw / furniture leg / kick'). It should be noted that in [Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990; Kibrik et 

al. 1972], as well as [Kerimov 1985: 91, 105, 108, 131], it is transcribed as pʰačʰa {пача}, whereas in [Ganieva 2002: 244] the 

consistent transcription pačʰa {ппача} is offered, which is either a late dissimilated variant or an error. Borrowed from 

Azerbaijani pača 'back of the thigh; shin, shank; animal leg (as food)';   

  2) the inherited form ankʰ, which is explained as 'foot + leg below the knee' in [Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 31]. In 

[Ganieva 2002: 40, 407; Kibrik et al. 1972: 284, 334] ankʰ is simply glossed as Russian "нога", but, according to Ganieva's 

examples, this frequent term also denotes both 'foot' and 'leg' (with additional polysemy: 'foot / leg / paw / furniture leg').   

  It seems that pʰačʰˈa and ankʰ are used in the modern language on a more or less equal basis. Apparently, the 

inherited ankʰ is currently being superseded by the borrowing pʰačʰˈa.   

  Etymology: Khinalug ankʰ 'foot, leg' originates from Proto-North Caucasian *HnĕgVː 'a part of leg' [NCED: 594] (no 

Lezgian cognates). 

 

32. FULL 

Khinalug cʼi {цIи} (1).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 188, 212. Attested in such examples as "the jug full of water got broken" [Ganieva 2002: 188], "full of meat" 

[Ganieva 2002: 212] and so on. In [Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 241], quoted as cʼiː 'satiated'. It is the perfective participle from the verb 

cʼ-ilˈi [imperf.] / CLASS=(e)cʼ-i [perf.] with polysemy: 'to fill / to sow / to plough / to load (a gun) / to finish, complete' [Ganieva 2002: 

325; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1988: 101; Kibrik et al. 1972: 316].   

  Etymology: Khinalug (e)cʼ- 'to fill, (to be) full' originates from Proto-North Caucasian *=ɦŏcʼV 'to fill, full' [NCED: 

525], cognate with the basic Proto-Lezgian term *hˤacʼɨ- '(to be) full'. 

 

33. GIVE 

Khinalug tʰˈä=CLASS=kʼ-wi {таькIири} (1).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 272, 377; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1988: 68; Kibrik et al. 1972: 314, 328. Quoted as the basic verb for 'to give' in 

[Kibrik & Kodzasov 1988].   

  A close paronymous synonym is lˈä=CLASS=kʼ-wi {лаькIири} 'to give' [Ganieva 2002: 206, 377; Kibrik & Kodzasov 

1988: 68; Kibrik et al. 1972: 302, 328], which is specified in [Kibrik & Kodzasov 1988] as 'to give, return'.   

  Initial tʰä= 'horizontally to' & lä= 'horizontally from' are common spatial prefixes [Kibrik et al. 1972: 225 ff.].   

  Etymology: Khinalug =kʼ- 'to give' originates from Proto-North Caucasian *=ĭ ᴌːV 'to give' [NCED: 640], cognate with 

the basic Proto-Lezgian term *ʔiƛːɨ- 'to give'. 

 

33. GIVE 

 

 

34. GOOD 
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Khinalug ksan {ксан} (-1).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 156, 447; Kibrik et al. 1972: 298, 343. According to Ganieva's examples, a widely applicable term. Borrowed 

from Lezgi qsa-n 'good'.   

  Distinct from qˈini {къини}, which is glossed as general 'good' in [Kibrik et al. 1972: 308, 343], but, according to 

[Ganieva 2002: 176], this one means specifically 'kind, openhearted / in good order / comfortable, well-appointed'. 

 

35. GREEN 

Khinalug sɨb {сыб} (6).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 261, 385; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 235; Kibrik et al. 1972: 311, 330. Polysemy: 'green / green color / green 

yarn / green crops'.    

  A second, more marginal candidate is gog {гог} with polysemy: 'grass, greenery / green' [Ganieva 2002: 77, 385], 

borrowed from Azerbaijani *gög (> Modern göy) 'green / greenery / blue / sky'.    

  Etymology: No reliable etymology for Khinalug sɨb 'green'. It is tentatively proposed in [NCED: 973 f.] that the 

Khinalug word can be analyzed as sɨ-b < *sɨn-b with the fossilized class 3 exponent -b; further to Proto-North Caucasian 

*sʸiːnV 'a k. of color like green or blue' [NCED: 973] (without cognates in Lezgian). 

 

36. HAIR 

Khinalug pʰɨtʰ {пыт} (3).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 244; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 42; Kibrik et al. 1972: 306, 326. Ergative: pʰɨtʰ-i. Meaning 'head hair' 

(according to [Ganieva 2002], pʰɨtʰ can also denote 'a single hair', although this is not certain).   

  Distinct from čʼar {чIар} 'a single hair' [Ganieva 2002: 340; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 42; Kibrik et al. 1972: 318, 326]. 

According to [Ganieva 2002], however, the plural form čʼar-dɨr can also denote generic 'hair, head hair'.   

  Distinct from tʰükʰ {туьк} 'down / face hair' [Ganieva 2002: 281] (in [Kibrik et al. 1972: 315] glossed as simple 'hair'), 

borrowed from Azerbaijani tük 'hair, fur, down'.   

  Etymology: Khinalug pʰɨtʰ 'hair' originates from Proto-North Caucasian *p dʷV ~ *b tʷV 'a k. of hair or fur' [NCED: 

874], cognate with Proto-Lezgian *put(ː) 'a k. of long hair'.   

  Khinalug čʼar 'a hair' originates from Proto-North Caucasian *cʼʸħʷəːrə 'a k. of hair' or general 'hair' [NCED: 378], 

cognate with the basic Proto-Lezgian term *čʼaˤr 'hair'. 

 

37. HAND 

Khinalug kʰul {кул} (1).  

 
References and notes: 
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Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 156, 429; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 27; Kibrik et al. 1972: 299, 339. Polysemy: 'hand / chunk (of bread)'. 

Paradigm: kʰul [abs.] / kʰutʰ-ˈi [erg.]. The oblique stem is quoted as kʰutʰ-ˈV [Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990; Kibrik et al. 1972], but 

consistently as kʰutː-ˈV {кутти} in [Ganieva 2002].   

  There are two terms for 'hand' in Khinalug:   

  1) kʰul, quoted above, which is specifically explained as 'hand' in the available source;  

  2) kʼɨl {кIыл} [Ganieva 2002: 196, 429; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 26; Kibrik et al. 1972: 300, 339]. This term is glossed 

with polysemy: 'hand / arm / sleeve / handle, grip / tributary (of river)'.   

  Browsing through textual examples in [Ganieva 2002] suggests that kʰul is the most frequent term for 'hand' in 

modern Khinal  . Cf. the followin  in tan e : “From the roof, rea h a hand to the window!” [Ganieva 2002: 38], “Don’t 

to  h it with the hand, thi  wall ma   et r ined” [Ganieva 2002: 41], “Don’t to  h it with the hand, it’  badd !” [Ganieva 

2002: 59], “Be a  e of hi  to  h  kin, he’  able to  trike nail  in a board b  the hand” [Ganieva 2002: 89], “R b m  ba k 

with the hand” [Ganieva 2002: 116], “P ll the  ord with the hand” [Ganieva 2002: 124 ], “to hit with the hand” [Ganieva 

2002: 133], “to make a hand  e t re” [Ganieva 2002: 135], “to have armor in the hand” [Ganieva 2002: 137], “I’ll  et the 

a htra  with ther hand” [Ganieva 2002: 202], “I have    hed him a ide with the hand” [Ganieva 2002: 279], “to  a   the 

hand over the forelo k” [Ganieva 2002: 339], “Hold the    the in the hand ri htl ” [Ganieva 2002: 98], “What’  in m  

hand?” [Ganieva 2002: 341], “to hold in the hand” [Ganieva 2002: 343].   

  On the contrary, examples for kʼɨl with the meanin  'hand' are le   n mero  : “He  an to  h the  eilin  with the 

hand” [Ganieva 2002: 48], “The  hild tr  to rea h the hand from below” [Ganieva 2002: 166], “Give me bread, I’ll rea h the 

hand to it” [Ganieva 2002: 166].    

  Apparently, the Proto-Khinalug opposition was kʰul 'hand' / kʼɨl 'arm', but in the modern language kʼɨl has begun to 

acquire the polysemy 'hand / arm' under the influence of similar polysemy in Azerbaijani and Russian.   

  Etymology: Khinalug kʰul 'hand' originates from Proto-North Caucasian *kʷiːlʡɨ 'hand' [NCED: 706], cognate with the 

basic Proto-Lezgian term *kʷil 'hand'.   

  Khinalug kʼɨl 'arm' originates from Proto-North Caucasian *HluƛʼːĔ 'arm' [NCED: 588], cognate with Proto-Lezgian 

*ƛʼːol 'shoulder-blade; foreleg (of animal)'. 

 

38. HEAD 

Khinalug mikʼ-ˈir {микIир} (1).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 221, 375; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 10; Kibrik et al. 1972: 304, 328. Final -ir looks like a fossilized plural 

exponent. Ergative sg.: mɨk ̓ -ˈi. Polysemy: 'head / top of mountain / end of rope / river head'.   

  A second, also commonly used, candidate is kʰalːˈa {калла} with polysemy: 'head / top of mountain / top of tree / 

chief' [Ganieva 2002: 146, 375; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 10; Kibrik et al. 1972: 297, 328]. Borrowed from Azerbaijani källä 

'head' (ultimately from Persian kalla 'head').   

  Etymology: Khinalug mikʼ-ir 'head' originates from Proto-North Caucasian *wĕnƛʼV 'head' or 'a part of the head' 

[NCED: 1041], cognate with the basic Proto-Lezgian term *woƛʼul 'head'. 

 

39. HEAR 

Khinalug kʰ-li {кли} (2).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 154, 433; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1988: 172; Kibrik et al. 1972: 298, 340. Polysemy: 'to hear / to obey'. Paradigm: 

kʰ-li [imperf.] / kʰ-i [perf.] / CLASS=ˈäkʰ-i-l ~ CLASS=ˈekʰ-i-l [imv.].   
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  Distinct from tʼopʰ čaχɨn-dä 'to listen' [Ganieva 2002: 288; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1988: 173; Kibrik et al. 1972: 340], 

literally 'to do čaχɨn with the ear (tʼopʰ)' with the verb čaχɨn-dä '?'. In [Kibrik & Kodzasov 1988], the verbal element is 

transcribed as čʰaχɨn-.    

  Etymology: there is no obvious etymology for Khinalug (ä)kʰ- 'to hear'. It may originate from Proto-North Caucasian 

*=i(r)kVl 'to address, talk' [NCED: 650], cognate with the scantily attested Proto-Lezgian verb *ʔi(r)kɨ(r)-, which means 'to 

hear' in Archi and possibly in Northern Tabasaran. 

 

40. HEART 

Khinalug ung {унг} (1).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 292, 432; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 34; Kibrik et al. 1972: 319, 340.   

  Etymology: Khinalug ung 'heart' originates from Proto-North Caucasian *yĕrkʼʷĭ 'heart' [NCED: 678], cognate with 

the basic Proto-Lezgian term *yirkʼʷ 'heart'. 

 

41. HORN 

Khinalug väčʰ {ваьч} (5).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 71, 429; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 46; Kibrik et al. 1972: 320, 339. Paradigm: väčʰ [abs.] / vičʰ-ˈi ~ vˈäčʰ-i [erg.].   

  Etymology: the origin of Khinalug väčʰ 'horn' is unclear. 

 

42. I1 

Khinalug zɨ {зы} (1).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 221; Kibrik et al. 1972: 73; Kibrik 1994: 382; Desheriev 1959: 128. Suppletive paradigm: zɨ [abs.] / 

yä [erg.] / as ~ ˈas-ɨr [dat.] / i [gen.-1] / e [gen.-2].   

  Etymology: Khinalug zɨ 'I (abs.)' originates from Proto-North Caucasian *soː 'I (abs.)' [NCED: 1084], cognate with 

Proto-Lezgian *zo-n ~ *zo 'I (abs.)'. As proposed in [NCED: 1084], Khinalug erg. yä may go back to the Proto-North 

Caucasian suppletive form *ʔez(V), Khinalug gen. e/i - to Proto-North Caucasian *ʔiz(V). 

 

42. I2 

Khinalug yä (1).  

 

43. KILL 

Khinalug CLASS=ˈiːb-i {йибири} (5).  
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References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 142, 443; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1988: 171; Kibrik et al. 1972: 320, 342. Vowel length (iː) is only noted in [Kibrik 

& Kodzasov 1988]. The same root as in the imperative stem CLASS=ˈiːb-i-l of the verb 'to die' q.v.   

  Additionally, according to [Ganieva 2002: 196], the suppletive verb kʼ-li / CLASS=ikʼ-ˈi / CLASS=ˈiːb-i-l 'to die' may 

function as a labile verb with polysemy: 'to die / to kill'.   

  Etymology: the only external cognate of Khinalug iːb- 'to kill' is Lezgian *VpʼV, which is attested as the perfective 

stem pʼu-r (pːu-r) 'die/kill' in Udi-Caucasian Albanian (although apparently this is not the Proto-Lezgian perfective stem 

for these meanings). 

 

44. KNEE 

Khinalug nikʰ {ник} (6).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 233, 390; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 32; Kibrik et al. 1972: 305, 331. Paradigm: nikʰ [abs.] / nikʰ-ˈi [erg.].  

  Etymology: Khinalug nikʰ 'knee' originates from Proto-North Caucasian *nä kʷ  'knee' [NCED: 844] (without Lezgian 

cognates). 

 

45. KNOW 

Khinalug mˈux-wi {мухьуи} (5).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 227; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1988: 177; Kibrik et al. 1972: 304, 330. This is the perfective participle ('knowing'); 

the imperfective and imperative forms are unattested or missing from the language.   

  Etymology: Khinalug mux- 'to know' originates from Proto-North Caucasian *mĕɬːV (~ - -, -x-) 'study, knowledge' 

[NCED: 803] (without Lezgian cognates). 

 

46. LEAF 

Khinalug yarpˈaʁ {йарпагъ} (-1).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 138, 395; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 97; Kibrik et al. 1972: 296, 332. Borrowed from Azerbaijani yarpag 'leaf'. 

 

47. LIE 

Khinalug ˈä=CLASS=čːu-v-ɨri ~ ˈačːɨ-CLASS-v-ri (9).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 48, 395; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1988: 88; Kibrik et al. 1972: 286, 332. Polysemy: 'to lie / to lie down / to sleep 
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(q.v.)'. Paradigm: ˈä=0=čːu-v- [class 1] / ˈä=cːu-v- < *ä=z=čːu-v- [class 2]. In [Ganieva 2002], quoted as imperf. ˈa=čːɨ-v-ri {аччыври} with 

the full perfective paradigm: a=čːɨ-v-i [class 1-4] / a=cːɨ-v-i < *a=z=čːɨ-v-i [class 2] / a=čːɨ-b-i < *a=čːɨ-b-v-i [class 3]. Complex verb that 

includes the desemanticized auxiliary verb -v-ɨri. Initial ä=/a= is not entirely clear: there is a verbal spatial prefix a=/ä= 'up from' 

[Kibrik et al. 1972: 225 ff.], but its meaning does not fit the semantics of the whole verb. On etymological grounds, it is proposed in 

[NCED: 524] that the underlying Khinalug root is actually äčːu-, implying reanalysis after the prefixal pattern (in such a case, the 

perfective class 3 form ačːɨ-b-i < *ačːɨ-CLASS-v-i is a morphological retention).   

  A second, more marginal expression for 'to lie' is ˈantɨr-qʼ-i [Kibrik et al. 1972: 285, 332] (not documented in other 

sources), literally 'to be on the ground' with ant-ɨr - the locative form from antʰ 'earth, ground' q.v. - and the auxiliary verb 

k-wi [imperf.] / CLASS=(i)qʼ-ˈi [perf.] / CLASS=ar [imv.] 'to become' [Kibrik & Kodzasov 1988: ].   

  Etymology: as proposed in [NCED: 524], Khinalug ä(=)čːu- 'to lie / to sleep' may originate from Proto-North 

Caucasian *ɦnicʸːʷ  'night' (cognate to the basic Proto-Lezgian term *ʡišːʷ 'night') with the semantic development 'night' > 

'to spend the night' > 'to sleep' > 'to lie'. 

 

48. LIVER 

Khinalug mičʼä biyˈar {мичIаь бийар} (-1).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 63, 415; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 35; Kibrik et al. 1972: 304, 336. Literally 'black biyar', cf. xɨrɨcʼ biyar 'lung', 

literally 'white biyar' [Ganieva 2002: 63]. This is the Azerbaijani analytical pattern 'black X' = 'liver' vs. 'white X' = 'lung' with 

inherited mičʼä 'black' q.v. and xɨrɨcʼ 'white' q.v. plus borrowed biyar, which ultimately goes back to a Turkic form cognate with 

literary Azerbaijani baɣɨr 'liver', although phonetic details are unclear (formally Khinalug biyar looks like a hybrid of two 

Azerbaijani terms for 'liver': inherited baɣɨr and Persian ǯiyär). 

 

49. LONG 

Khinalug CLASS=iχˈä {вихаь, ихаь} (3).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 72, 133, 378; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 236; Kibrik et al. 1972: 320, 328. Polysemy: 'long (spatial) / long 

(temporal)'. The most common form is v=iχˈä with the fossilized class 3 prefix, but plain iχˈä with the zero class 1-4 exponent is also 

used.   

  Etymology: Khinalug =iχˈä 'long' originates from Proto-North Caucasian *HaːχuɫV / *Haːlχ  'long' [NCED: 550], 

cognate with the basic Proto-Lezgian term *hˤalχä- 'long'. 

 

50. LOUSE 

Khinalug nimcʼ {нимцI} (1).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 233, 370; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 94; Kibrik et al. 1972: 305, 327.   

  Etymology: Khinalug nimcʼ 'louse' originates from Proto-North Caucasian *nĕmʒːĭ (~ -ĕ) 'louse' [NCED: 846], cognate 

with the basic Proto-Lezgian term *näcʼː 'louse'. 
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51. MAN 

Khinalug lɨgˈɨl-d {лыгылд} (4).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 211, 399; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 59; Kibrik et al. 1972: 303, 333. Polysemy: 'man / husband'. Final -d looks 

like a unique (?) singulative suffix in the light of the plural form lɨgˈɨl-ɨr 'men'. On historical grounds, one can further analyse it as 

suffixed or reduplicated lɨg-ɨl.   

  Distinct from other, more marginal terms: pʼapʼˈaχ-kʰidu {пIапIахкиду} 'man', literally 'the one who wears papakha' 

[Ganieva 2002: 245, 399] and erkeg {эркег} with polysemy: 'male (n.) / man' [Ganieva 2002: 357, 399], borrowed from 

Azerbaijani erkäk 'male (n.), man'.   

  A second term for 'male (n.)' is inherited kʰi with polysemy 'ram / male' [Ganieva 2002: 152; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 

220].   

  Etymology: Khinalug lɨg-ɨl 'man' originates from Proto-North Caucasian *lĭw ᴌĔ / * ᴌĭwl  'male' vel sim. [NCED: 749], 

cognate with the basic Proto-Lezgian term *ƛːilV- 'male'. 

 

52. MANY 

Khinalug iχˈer {ихер} (3).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 133, 398; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 233; Kibrik et al. 1972: 333. Polysemy: 'many / much / very'.   

  Etymology: Khinalug iχer 'many' originates from Proto-North Caucasian *ɦăχE with the semantics of greatness 

[NCED: 511], cognate with Proto-Lezgian *ʔaχˤɨ- - probably the basic Proto-Lezgian term for 'many'. 

 

53. MEAT 

Khinalug lɨkˈa ~ lka {лыкка} (1).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 212, 400; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 121; Kibrik et al. 1972: 303, 333. The non-epenthetic form lka is from 

[Kibrik et al. 1972].   

  Etymology: Khinalug l(ɨ)ka 'meat' originates from Proto-North Caucasian *rä ƛʼː  'meat' [NCED: 945], cognate with the 

basic Proto-Lezgian term *yaƛʼː 'meat'. 

 

54. MOON 

Khinalug vacʼ {вацI} (2).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 70, 396; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 198; Kibrik et al. 1972: 320, 332. Polysemy: 'moon / month'.   

  Etymology: Khinalug vacʼ 'moon' originates from Proto-North Caucasian *w mcʼːŏ 'moon' [NCED: 1044], cognate with 

the basic Proto-Lezgian term *wacː 'moon'. 
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55. MOUNTAIN 

Khinalug mɨdˈa ~ mda {мыда} (4).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 228, 375; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 192; Kibrik et al. 1972: 304, 328.   

  Etymology: the origin of Khinalug m(ɨ)da 'mountain' is unclear. 

 

56. MOUTH 

Khinalug aʁzˈɨ {агъзы} (-1).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 29, 429; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 14; Kibrik et al. 1972: 286, 339. Polysemy: 'mouth / fast (abstinence from 

food) / opening, entrance'. Borrowed from Azerbaijani aɣɨz, possessed aɣz-ɨ 'mouth'. 

 

57. NAME 

Khinalug cʼuː {цIу} (1).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 327, 387; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 212; Kibrik et al. 1972: 316, 330. Vowel length (uː) is only noted in 

[Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990]. Paradigm: cʼuː [abs.] / cʼuv-ˈi [erg.].   

  Etymology: Khinalug cʼu(ː) 'name' originates from Proto-North Caucasian *ʒːʷĕrh  'name' [NCED: 1098], cognate with 

the basic Proto-Lezgian term *cʼːʷer 'name'. 

 

58. NECK 

Khinalug gardˈan {гардан} (-1).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 73, 449; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 18; Kibrik et al. 1972: 291, 344. Polysemy: 'neck / coachman's seat (front 

part of vehicle)'. Ultimately borrowed from Persian gardan 'neck'. 

 

59. NEW 

Khinalug tʰazˈa {таза} (-1).  

 
References and notes: 

 



25 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 263, 407; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 245; Kibrik et al. 1972: 314, 334. Borrowed from Azerbaijani täzä 'new'. 

 

60. NIGHT 

Khinalug san {сан} (3).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 252, 407; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 211; Kibrik et al. 1972: 310, 334. San also functions as the temporal 

adverb 'at night'.   

  Etymology: Khinalug san 'night' originates from Proto-North Caucasian *sʷənʔV 'yesterday' [NCED: 969] (cognate 

with Proto-Lezgian *sːan 'yesterday') with the meaning shift {'yesterday' > 'night'}. 

 

61. NOSE 

Khinalug kʼɨtʰ-ɨr {кIытыр} (8).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 197, 407; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 13; Kibrik et al. 1972: 301, 334. Final -ɨr looks like a fossilized plural 

exponent.   

  Etymology: as proposed in [NCED: 733], Khinalug kʼɨtʰ- 'nose' may originate from Proto-North Caucasian *kʼʷeːmtʼiː (~ 

-oː) 'lip' (cognate with Proto-Lezgian *kʼʷentʼ 'lip'), with dissimilative deglottalization and a non-standard meaning shift 

{'lip' > 'nose'(?)}. 

 

62. NOT 

Khinalug =ˈi- (3).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Kibrik 1994: 390; Kibrik et al. 1972: 102; Desheriev 1959: 116; Ganieva 2002: 484; Kerimov 1985: 118. Negation of assertion 

is expressed by the stressed affix -ˈi- inserted into the copula complex -COPULA=CLASS=ˈi-(šä)-mä, which enclitically attaches to a finite 

form. Participles are negated with the suffix -(o)ndä [Kibrik 1994: 394; Desheriev 1959: 116].   

  Prohibitive is expressed with the suffixes -yi (1st p.), -(Vn)-kʰwi (2nd p.), -(Vn)-si (3rd p.) [Kibrik 1994: 393; Kibrik et al. 

1972: 110]   

  Etymology: as proposed in [NCED: 541], Khinalug negative =i- may go back to Proto-North Caucasian *ɦʷV (without 

Lezgian cognates) - one of the several negative particles reconstructible for Proto-North Caucasian. 

 

63. ONE 

Khinalug sa {са} (1).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 480; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 247; Kibrik et al. 1972: 310; Desheriev 1959: 131.   
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  Etymology: Khinalug sa 'one' originates from Proto-North Caucasian *cH  'one' [NCED: 323], cognate with the basic 

Proto-Lezgian term *sːa 'one'. 

 

64. PERSON 

Khinalug ħädmˈi {хIаьдми} (-1).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 318, 448; Kibrik et al. 1972: 294, 343. A second, more marginal term for 'person' is insˈan {инсан} [Ganieva 

2002: 131, 448]. Both represent the wandering Oriental (originally Arabic) words for 'person, human being'. 

 

65. RAIN 

Khinalug qʼulˈa {кьула} (5).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 188, 379; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 203; Kibrik et al. 1972: 310, 328.   

  Etymology: Khinalug qʼula 'rain' originates from Proto-North Caucasian * ɢoːHlnV (~ -ɫ-) 'summer, rain season' 

[NCED: 458] (in [NCED], reconstructed as * ɢHoːlnV ~ -ɫ-; cognate with Proto-Lezgian *qːˤolː 'summer') with the meaning 

shift {'rain season' > 'rain'}. 

 

66. RED 

Khinalug cɨmˈa ~ cma {ццима} (4).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 324, 392; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 234; Kibrik et al. 1972: 316, 332.   

  A second, more marginal term for 'red' is al {ал} [Ganieva 2002: 34, 392], borrowed from Azerbaijani al 'red, 

vermilion, purple'.   

  Etymology: the origin of Khinalug c(ɨ)ma 'red' is unclear. 

 

67. ROAD 

Khinalug kʼwar {кIвар} (1).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 191, 379; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 189; Kibrik et al. 1972: 300, 329. Paradigm: kʼwar [abs.] / kʼur-ˈi [erg.].   

  Etymology: Khinalug kʼwar 'road' originates from Proto-North Caucasian *Hreːmqʼːĭ 'road' [NCED: 603], cognate with 

the basic Proto-Lezgian term *räqʼːˤ 'road'. 

 

68. ROOT 
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Khinalug kʰokʰ {кок} (-1).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 155, 391; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 97; Kibrik et al. 1972: 298, 331. Paradigm: kʰokʰ [abs.] / kʰˈok h -i [erg.]. 

Polysemy: 'root / stump, stub (of tree)'. Borrowed from Azerbaijani kök 'root'. 

 

69. ROUND 

Khinalug gongoz-lˈɨ ~ gongoz-lˈu (1) / lompʼurtʼˈum ~ lˈompurtum {ломпIуртIум} (7).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 77, 393; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 236; Kibrik et al. 1972: 291, 332. Transcribed as gongwˈazlˈɨ in [Kibrik et al. 

1972], gongazlˈɨ in [Ganieva 2002]. Derived from the substantive 'circle': gˈongwaz [Kibrik et al. 1972: 291] ~ gongˈocʼ [Ganieva 2002: 77]. 

Such a derivation should imply the specific meaning 'round 2D' for gongoz-lɨ, but the only available example "round pebble" 

[Ganieva 2002: 77] points to the meaning 'round 3D'.   

  A second term for 'round' is lompʼurtʼˈum {ломпIуртIум} [Ganieva 2002: 210, 393] ~ lˈompurtum [Kibrik et al. 1972: 302, 

332] (not quoted in [Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990]). Its textual examples are more numerous; all of them indicate the meaning 

'round 3D': "round head", "round stone", "round ball" [Ganieva 2002: 210], "round like a plum" [Ganieva 2002: 73], "round 

like a pumpkin" [Ganieva 2002: 160], "round bonbon" [Ganieva 2002: 237].   

  Etymology: Khinalug gongwaz 'circle' originates from the phonetically very irregular Proto-North Caucasian root 

*giːrgʷV 'round' [NCED: 438], cognate with the basic Proto-Lezgian term *girgʷV 'round'.   

  Origin of Khinalug lompʼurtʼum 'round' is unclear.Ganieva 2002: 210, 393; Kibrik et al. 1972: 302, 332. 

 

70. SAND 

Khinalug qum {къум} (-1).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 414; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 199; Kibrik et al. 1972: 308, 336. Borrowed from Azerbaijani gum 'sand'. Since 

this is the only word quoted in [Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990], we presume that qum is the basic term for 'sand' in Khinalug.   

  Two other documented words are the inherited term šum {шум}, which is specified as 'sand mixed with gravel' in 

[Kibrik et al. 1972: 312, 336], but glossed simply as 'sand' in [Ganieva 2002: 351, 414], and the borrowing pasukʼ {ппасукI} 

[Ganieva 2002: 142 sub йецIири] (< Russian pʸisˈok 'sand').   

  Etymology: the inherited šum may be posited as the Proto-Khinalug term for 'sand'. It originates from Proto-North 

Caucasian *čːä mpV 'sand, fine gravel' [NCED: 340], cognate with the basic Proto-Lezgian term *šːäm 'sand, fine gravel'. 

 

71. SAY 

Khinalug čʼ-irˈi {чIири} (8) / l-i (9).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 342, 375; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1988: 53, 148; Kibrik et al. 1972: 302, 319, 328. Suppletive paradigm: čʼ-irˈi 
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[imperf.] / l-i [perf.] / liš [imv.].   

  Distinct from čʰˈɨkʼ-ɨri {чыкIыри} 'to speak, talk' [Ganieva 2002: 336, 375; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1988: 149] (the verb is 

possibly complex: čʰɨ-kʼ-).   

  Etymology: no reliable etymology neither for imperfective čʼ- nor for perfective l- nor for imperative liš 'to say'. It is 

tentatively proposed in [NCED: 625], that l- may contain the fossilized spatial prefix l=, whereas the zero root goes back to 

Proto-North Caucasian *=iʔʷV 'to say' vel sim. (cognate with the basic Proto-Lezgian term *ʔiʔʷˤɨ- 'to say').Perfective stem. 

 

72. SEE 

Khinalug daχ-ˈi {дахи} (4) / zˈa=CLASS=ʁ-i {загъи} (5).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 95, 113, 368; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1988: 173; Kibrik et al. 1972: 322, 326. Suppletive paradigm: daχ-ˈi [imperf.] 

/ zˈa=CLASS=ʁ-i [perf.] / zˈa=CLASS=(ɨ)ʁ-ɨ-l [imv.]. The perfective & imperative stems represent a problem, because the perfective one is 

consistently quoted in [Kibrik & Kodzasov 1988; Kibrik et al. 1972] as a form that is not inflected in class, i.e., zaʁ-i ~ zaːʁ-i 

(imperative is missing from [Kibrik & Kodzasov 1988; Kibrik et al. 1972] at all), where zaʁ- is treated as a rare case of verbal 

CVC-root. Proceeding from this, the authors of NCED proposed a specific etymology for Khinalug zaʁ- 'to see' [NCED: 547]. In fact, 

however, as follows from the data in [Ganieva 2002: 95, 113] and is confirmed, e.g., by the examples in [Kerimov 1985: 164], the 

morphological structure of the perfective and imperative stems is za=CLASS-(ɨ)ʁ- (perf. 1-4 za=ʁ-i, 2 za=z=ʁ-i, 3 za=b=ʁ-i; imv. 1-4 

za=ʁ-ɨ-l, 2 za=z=ɨʁ-ɨ-l, 3 za=b=ɨʁ-ɨ-l).    

  One could analyse perfective za=CLASS=ʁ- as a complex with the auxiliary verb =ʁ-i and the meaningful root za-, but 

normally, the auxiliary =ʁ-i forms complex verbs with the semantics of motion (see notes on 'to go'), which is not the case 

here. Thus, the best solution is to postulate =ʁ- as a meaningful root and treat initial za= as a desemanticized prefix (the 

synchronic meaning of the verbal prefix z(a)= is something like 'from above' [Kibrik & Kodzasov 1988: 226]). Cf. numerous 

cases in Lezgian lects when the verb for 'to see' contains a fossilized spatial prefix.   

  As for imperfective daχ-i, it is proposed in [NCED: 565] to analyze it in the same way: da=χ-i with the fossilized 

prefix d(a)=, although such a hypothetical prefix is not present in the synchronic spatial exponent system [Kibrik et al. 

1972: 225 ff.].   

  Distinct from the suppletive complex verb l=ˈäkʼ(i)-š-iri [imperf.] / l=ˈäkʼ(i)-š-i ~ lˈeː-š-i [perf.] / l=ˈäkʼi-š ~ leː-š [imv.] 'to 

look' [Ganieva 2002: 206; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1988: 174; Kibrik et al. 1972: 302].   

  Etymology: if we accept the prefixal pattern for the imperfective da=χ- 'to see', the root =χ- may go back to 

Proto-North Caucasian *=HəχːVr- 'to perceive in some way' [NCED: 565], cognate with Proto-Lezgian *ʔaχːˤa- 'to teach, 

learn'.   

  As for perfective =ʁ-, it is compared in [NCED: 547] to Proto-North Caucasian *=HaːrqʼːV(n) 'to look, see' vel sim. 

(cognate to Proto-Lezgian *ʔarqʼːˤä- 'to look') with the metathesis *VrCV > *rVCV > Khinalug zaʁ- that is not apt, especially 

due to the prefixal status of initial za=. One could preserve this connection, assuming the normal cluster simplification *rC 

> C in Khinalug (*=HaːrqʼːV > Khinalug =ʁ-), but, actually, the development North Caucasian qʼː > Khinalug ʁ is not regular 

(cf. the only additional example *y[oː]rqʼːĭ 'time, age; maturity' > Khinalug enʁ [NCED: 684]). Thus, the external connections 

of Khinalug =ʁ- are vague.Perfective stem. 

 

73. SEED 

Khinalug tʰum {тум} (-1).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 281, 431; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 111; Kibrik et al. 1972: 315, 340. Borrowed from Azerbaijani tum 'seed 
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(botanic); posterity'. 

 

74. SIT 

Khinalug č=ˈu-v-ɨri ~ č=ˈi-v-ɨri {ччивыри} (3).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 338, 432; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1988: 87; Kibrik et al. 1972: 317, 340. Polysemy: 'to sit / to sit down / to settle 

down, dwell'. Paradigm: č=ˈu-v-ɨri ~ č=ˈi-v-ɨri [imperf.] / č=ˈe-CLASS-v-i [perf.] / č=e-CLASS [imv.]. Complex verb with the auxiliary verb 

-v-ɨri and probably with the fossilized desemanticized spatial preverb č=. As proposed in [NCED: 409], the preverb č= can be singled 

out by comparison with the parallel paronymous verb g=ˈü-v-ɨri / g=ˈe-CLASS-v-i {гуьвыри} 'to get on a horse, get into the car' 

[Ganieva 2002: 80; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1988: 88; Kibrik et al. 1972: 292].   

  Etymology: Khinalug =u- ~ =i- 'to sit' may originate from Proto-North Caucasian *=eʔ(ʷ)Vr 'to sit down' vel sim. 

[NCED: 409], cognate with Proto-Lezgian *ʔeʔ(ʷ)Vr-, which is attested as the basic verb for 'to sit' in Tsakhur and 

Tabasaran. 

 

75. SKIN 

Khinalug tʼäsˈi {тIаьси} (9).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 288, 390; Kibrik et al. 1972: 315, 331. Polysemy: 'human skin / animal hide'.   

  A second, apparently more marginal term for 'human skin' is the loanword qobˈuʁ {къобугъ} with polysemy: 'bark / 

peel / shell / skin' (see notes on 'bark'), borrowed from a dialectal variant of Azerbaijani gabɨg (Quba dialect *gabuɣ) 'bark; 

shell'.   

  Distinct from kʼir {кIир} 'animal hide' [Ganieva 2002: 193, 390; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 40; Kibrik et al. 1972: 300]   

  Etymology: the origin of Khinalug tʼäsˈi 'skin' is unclear. As for Khinalug kʼir 'hide', it originates from Proto-North 

Caucasian *kʼːəħri (~ -ʕ-) 'a k. of surface like crust, shell' [NCED: 724] (in [NCED], reconstructed as *kʼːħəri ~ -ʕ-), cognate 

with Proto-Lezgian *kːar(a) 'crust' vel sim. 

 

76. SLEEP 

Khinalug ˈä=CLASS=čːu-v-ɨri ~ ˈačːɨ-CLASS-v-ri (7).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 48; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1988: 169; Kibrik et al. 1972: 286, 341. Polysemy: 'to lie / to lie down / to sleep'; see 

notes on 'to lie'.   

  A second, more marginal expression for 'to sleep' is the complex verb mˈiš-k-wi [Ganieva 2002: 224; Kibrik & 

Kodzasov 1988: 169; Kibrik et al. 1972: 304, 341], used only in perfective form. Literally 'to do sleep' with miš 'sleep (n.) / 

bed' [Ganieva 2002: 224; Kibrik et al. 1972: 304] and the auxiliary verb kʰ-wi 'to do'.   

  Etymology: as proposed in [NCED: 524], Khinalug ä(=)čːu- 'to lie / to sleep' may originate from Proto-North 

Caucasian *ɦnicʸ  'night' (cognate with the basic Proto-Lezgian term *ʡišːʷ 'night') with the semantic development 'night' 

> 'to spend the night' > 'to sleep' > 'to lie'. 
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77. SMALL 

Khinalug misˈi {миси} (9).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 222, 396; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 237; Kibrik et al. 1972: 304, 333. Polysemy: 'small / younger'.   

  Distinct from the less frequent or more specific terms: čʼaːtʰ {чIат}, glossed as 'small in size (Russian: мелкий)' in 

[Ganieva 2002: 340; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 237], and cʼɨpːɨlːˈɨ {цIыппыллы} 'small' [Ganieva 2002: 327].   

  Etymology: Khinalug misi 'small' (if historically < m=isi with the fossilized class 3 exponent) originates from 

Proto-North Caucasian *HVnsʸːV 'small' vel sim. [NCED: 614], without Lezgian cognates. 

 

78. SMOKE 

Khinalug ximˈi {хьими} (-1).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 313, 380; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 207; Kibrik et al. 1972: 321, 329. Borrowed from the South Lezgian lects 

(Alyk Kryts ximi, Budukh xim 'smoke'). 

 

79. STAND 

Khinalug tˈo=CLASS=χu-n-dä {ттохундаь} (6).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 285, 438; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1988: 87; Kibrik et al. 1972: 122. Applicable to animated and inanimate subj. 

As proposed in [NCED: 417], initial t(o)= is the fossilized desemanticized spatial prefix.   

  Etymology: Khinalug =χu- 'to stand' originates from Proto-North Caucasian *=eːrχːʷV 'to stay' vel sim. [NCED: 417], 

cognate with Proto-Lezgian *ʔe(r)χːʷa 'to stay' vel sim. 

 

80. STAR 

Khinalug pχuncʼ {пхунцI} (4).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 242, 385; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 198; Kibrik et al. 1972: 306, 330.   

  Etymology: the origin of Khinalug pχuncʼ 'star' is unclear. 

 

81. STONE 

Khinalug kʼačʼˈɨn {кIачIын} (7) / rɨcʼˈɨn {рыцIын} (8).  

 
References and notes: 
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Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 191, 388; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 201; Kibrik et al. 1972: 300, 331. There are two equivalent terms for 

'stone (in general)' in the available sources: kʼačʼˈɨn and rɨcʼˈɨn. We treat them as synonyms.   

  Distinct from dahˈar 'big stone, cliff' [Ganieva 2002: 91; Kibrik et al. 1972: 288], ultimately borrowed from Persian 

dahaːr 'grotto, cavern, cleft in a mountain'.   

  Etymology: Khinalug rɨcʼɨn 'stone' originates from Proto-North Caucasian *hrŏmcʼʷe 'a k. of stone' [NCED: 495] 

(cognate with some scant Lezgian forms of similar semantics).   

  Origin of Khinalug kʼačʼɨn 'stone' is unclear.Ganieva 2002: 248, 388; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 201; Kibrik et al. 1972: 

310. 

 

82. SUN 

Khinalug ɨnqʼ {ынкь} (1).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 351, 435; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 197; Kibrik et al. 1972: 320, 341.   

  Etymology: Khinalug ɨnqʼ 'sun' originates from Proto-North Caucasian *wirəːqʼːĂ 'sun' [NCED: 1051], cognate with 

the basic Proto-Lezgian term *wiraqː 'sun'. 

 

83. SWIM 

Khinalug üzmˈüš-qʼ-i {уьзмуьшкьи} (-1).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 295, 416; Kibrik et al. 1972: 322, 336. Complex verb with the auxiliary verb k-wi [imperf.] / CLASS=(i)qʼ-ˈi 

[perf.] / CLASS=ar [imv.] 'to become' [Kibrik & Kodzasov 1988]; the nucleus üzmüš is borrowed from the Azerbaijani perfect stem 

üz-miš- (infinitive üz-mäk) 'to swim'. 

 

84. TAIL 

Khinalug qʼaž {кьаж} (3).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 183, 446; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 26; Kibrik et al. 1972: 309, 343. Paradigm: qʼaž [abs.] / qʼačʼ-ˈi [erg.]. 

Polysemy: 'tail / confederate'. Apparently borrowed as Alyk Kryts qačʼ 'long, lean tail containing bones' q.v., although the normal 

direction of borrowing is Lezgian > Khinalugh.   

  Distinct from moqʼˈunčʼ 'fat tail of sheep (курдюк); coccyx' [Ganieva 2002: 225; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 26].   

  Etymology: Khinalug qʼaž 'tail' originates from Proto-North Caucasian *qʼʷAːcʼĂ / *cʼĂqʼʷAː 'a k. of tail' [NCED: 934], 

possibly cognate with scantly attested Proto-Lezgian *qʼʷVcʼ- 'goat's tail'.   

  Origin of Khinalug moqʼˈunčʼ 'fat tail of sheep' is unclear. 

 

85. THAT 

Khinalug hu {гьу} (6).  
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References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Kibrik et al. 1972: 75; Kibrik 1994: 383. Suppletive paradigm: class 1 hu, 2-4 hä [abs.] / 1-3-4 hi-nˈä, 2 hu-nˈä [obl.].   

  As noted in [Kibrik 1994: 382], the most commonly used demonstrative (deictic) pronouns are du 'this' / hu 'that' 

(both with suppletive paradigms, inflected for class and case). Being substantivized, du and hu can also function as 

personal pronouns of the 3rd p. 'he, she, it, they'.   

  Besides these, there is a full speaker-oriented system of demonstrative pronouns on two axis (horizontal and 

vertical) [Kibrik et al. 1972: 74 f.; Kibrik 1994: 382]: kʰ-based 'this' / tʰ-based 'that on the same level' / q-based 'that below' / 

tʼ-based 'that above'.   

  Etymology: Khinalug hu 'that' originates from the Proto-North Caucasian deictic morpheme *ʔu (~ *hu) [NCED: 222] 

(semantic reconstruction 'that' is possible), cognate with the scantly attested Proto-Lezgian deictic morpheme *ʔu- / *uV-  

'there above'. 

 

86. THIS 

Khinalug du {ду} (5) / ǯi {джи} (6).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Kibrik et al. 1972: 75; Kibrik 1994: 383. Suppletive paradigm: class 1 du, 2-3 dä, 4 ǯi [abs.] / 1-2 ʁo ~ ʁä, 3-4 sä [obl.]. See 

notes on 'that'.   

  Etymology: Khinalug du, dä 'this' originates from the Proto-North Caucasian deictic morpheme *dV [NCED: 404] 

(semantic reconstruction 'that' is possible), cognate with the scantly attested Proto-Lezgian deictic morpheme *dV- 

(Tabasaran du 'that', Archi gu-dˈu 'that below', ʁu-dˈu 'that above').    

  Origin of Khinalug ǯi 'this (class 4)' is unclear.Class 4 form. 

 

87. THOU1 

Khinalug vɨ {вы} (1).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 222; Kibrik et al. 1972: 73; Kibrik 1994: 382; Desheriev 1959: 128. Suppletive paradigm: vɨ [abs.] / 

va [erg.] / oχ ~ ˈoχ-ɨr [dat.] / v-i [gen.-1] / v-e [gen.-2].   

  Etymology: Khinalug vɨ 'thou' originates from Proto-North Caucasian *uoː 'thou' [NCED: 1014], cognate with the 

basic Proto-Lezgian term *u o-n 'thou (direct stem)'. 

 

87. THOU2 

 

 

88. TONGUE 

Khinalug micʼ {мицI} (1).  
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References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 223, 451; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 16; Kibrik et al. 1972: 304, 344. Polysemy: 'tongue / language'.   

  Etymology: Khinalug micʼ 'tongue' originates from Proto-North Caucasian *mĕlcʼːĭ 'tongue' [NCED: 802], cognate with 

the basic Proto-Lezgian term *melcː 'tongue'. 

 

89. TOOTH 

Khinalug cʰulˈoz {цулоз} (1).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 323, 386; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 16; Kibrik et al. 1972: 316, 330. Historically = cʰul-oz with the fossilized 

plural suffix. Polysemy: 'tooth / fang / tooth of a tool'.   

  Etymology: Khinalug cʰul- 'tooth' originates from Proto-North Caucasian *c ɫɦVː 'tooth' [NCED: 326], cognate with 

the basic Proto-Lezgian term *sɨlː 'tooth'. 

 

90. TREE 

Khinalug višˈä {вишаь} (9).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 72, 378; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 95; Kibrik et al. 1972: 320, 328.    

  Distinct from udˈun 'log, firewood' [Ganieva 2002: 290; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 162], borrowed from Azerbaijani 

odun 'firewood', and from mašˈa 'forest' [Ganieva 2002: 215; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 95], borrowed from Azerbaijani mešä 

'forest'.   

  Etymology: Khinalug višä 'tree' originates from Proto-North Caucasian *ʔʷeːrxi 'a k. of foliage tree' [NCED: 230], 

cognate with the scantily attested Proto-Lezgian *ʔʷerɬ (~ w-) 'asp, maple'. 

 

91. TWO 

Khinalug kʼu {кIу} (1).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 480; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 247; Kibrik et al. 1972: 300; Desheriev 1959: 131.   

  Etymology: Khinalug kʼu 'two' originates from Proto-North Caucasian *qʼʷäːH 'two' [NCED: 924] (in [NCED], 

reconstructed as *qʼHʷäː), cognate with the basic Proto-Lezgian term *qʼʷˤä- 'two'. 

 

92. WALK (GO) 

Khinalug k-wi {ккуи} (7) / CLASS=χ-i {хи} (8).  

 
References and notes: 
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Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 160, 308; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1988: 53, 74; Kibrik et al. 1972: 321, 330. Out of several Khinalug verbs of 

motion, this one is quoted as the basic verb for 'to go' in [Kibrik & Kodzasov 1988]. Suppletive paradigm: k-wi [imperf.] / CLASS=χ-i 

[perf.] / CLASS=χ-ä [imv.]. Imperfective k-wi, i.e., =kː-wi is frequently used in prefixed motion verbs and as an auxiliary verb in 

complex verbs of motion. In some prefixed verbs, its perfective counterpart is the expected =χ-i, but much more frequently (e.g., 

always in complex verbs of motion) the perfective root =(ɨ)ʁ-i is used instead; see [Kibrik et al. 1972: 216, 228 ff.] for details and 

examples, e.g., the basic verb for 'to come' q.v. is formed according to such a prefixal pattern: kʰˈaː=kː-wi [imperf.] / kʰˈaː=ʁ-i, 

kʰˈaː=CLASS=ɨʁ-i [perf.].    

  It is proposed in [Kibrik et al. 1972: 228] to treat =(ɨ)ʁ-i as an irregular voicing of =χ-i, but we prefer to follow [NCED: 

572, 666] and regard two perfective roots with semantics of motion (=)χ-i and =(ɨ)ʁ-i as historically unrelated.   

  Etymology: No appropriate external etymology for the imperfective root k- / =kː- 'to go'.    

  The perfective-imperative root χ- 'to go' originates from the Proto-North Caucasian motion verb *=iχːʷV (~ -qː-) 

[NCED: 666], cognate with the Proto-Lezgian motion verb *ʔiχ(ː)e, which is attested in the imperative and infinitive stems 

of the suppletive verbs for 'to go' in Aghul (inf. χ-i- / imv. yiχ) and Rutul (imv. =rɨχ).   

  As for perfective =(ɨ)ʁ-, it is proposed in [NCED: 572] to derive it from the Proto-North Caucasian motion verb 

*=Him ɢː̫ V, cognate to the Proto-Lezgian motion verb *ʔiqːʷˤä-, which we reconstruct as the basic Proto-Lezgian 

imperfective root with polysemy: 'to go / to come'.Perfective stem. 

 

92. WALK (GO) 

 

 

93. WARM (HOT) 

Khinalug farˈa {фара} (6).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 298; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 245; Kibrik et al. 1972: 290. Meaning 'warm', applied to both objects and 

weather.   

  Distinct from maχˈa {маха} 'hot' [Ganieva 2002: 214, 376; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 245; Kibrik et al. 1972: 303], and 

from the more specific loanword qɨzʁˈɨn {къызгъын} 'very hot, scorching' [Ganieva 2002: 182] (< Azerbaijani gɨzɣɨn 'hot').   

  Etymology: Khinalug fara 'warm' (if = fa-ra with a rare adjectival suffix) may originate from Proto-North Caucasian 

*=VːwɬːʷĔr 'to warm up' vel sim. [NCED: 1036], cognate with Proto-Lezgian *ʔeɬ(ː)ʷVr- 'to get heated'.   

  The origin of Khinalug maχa 'hot' is unclear. 

 

94. WATER 

Khinalug xu {хьу} (1).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 314, 369; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 202; Kibrik et al. 1972: 321, 326. Paradigm: xu [abs.] / xɨn-ˈi [erg.]   

  Etymology: Khinalug xu 'water' originates from Proto-North Caucasian *xːä nɦ  'water' [NCED: 1060], cognate with 

the basic Proto-Lezgian term *ɬːänː 'water'. 

 

95. WE1 
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Khinalug yi-r (2).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 222; Kibrik et al. 1972: 73; Kibrik 1994: 382; Desheriev 1959: 128. Exclusive pronoun 'we'. 

Suppletive paradigm: yir [abs., erg.] / šir-ˈ [obl.].   

  Etymology: As proposed in [NCED: 1089], both the direct stem yir and the oblique stem šir- 'we (excl.)' originate 

from Proto-Khinalug *ži-r, further to Proto-North Caucasian *ži 'we (excl.)', cognate with the basic Proto-Lezgian pronoun 

*ǯi-n 'we (excl.)'. 

 

95. WE2 

Khinalug kʰi-n (1).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 222; Kibrik et al. 1972: 73; Kibrik 1994: 382; Desheriev 1959: 128. Inclusive pronoun 'we'. 

Suppletive paradigm: kʰin [abs., erg.] / kʰir-ˈ [obl.].    

  Etymology: As proposed in [NCED: 786], both the direct stem kʰi-n and the oblique stem kʰi-r- 'we (incl.)' originate 

from Proto-North Caucasian *ʫäː 'we (incl.)', cognate with the basic Proto-Lezgian pronoun * ᴌä-n 'we (incl.)'. 

 

96. WHAT 

Khinalug ya {йа} (1).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 228; Kibrik et al. 1972: 80; Kibrik 1994: 385. Suppletive paradigm: ya ~ yaː-za [abs.] / čʰin-ˈi [erg.].   

  Etymology: Khinalug ya 'what?' originates from the Proto-North Caucasian interrogative morpheme *hiː, *hiː-nV 

[NCED: 491] (semantic reconstruction 'what?' is possible), cognate with the Proto-Lezgian oblique stem *hi- 'what?'. 

 

97. WHITE 

Khinalug xɨrˈɨcʼ {хьырыцI} (5).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 315, 362; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 233; Kibrik et al. 1972: 321, 325.   

  Distinct from the loanword aʁ {агъ} 'white fabric' [Ganieva 2002: 29], which is inaccurately glossed as 'white' in 

[Kibrik et al. 1972: 286, 325] (< Azerbaijani ag 'white').   

  Etymology: the origin of Khinalug xɨrˈɨcʼ 'white' is unclear. 

 

98. WHO 

Khinalug kʰla {кла} (2).  
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References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 228; Kibrik et al. 1972: 80; Kibrik 1994: 385. Suppletive paradigm: kʰla [abs.] / kš-i [erg.].   

  Etymology: Khinalug kʰ-la, k-š-i (< *kʰ-š-i) 'who?' originates from Proto-North Caucasian *kʷi 'which?' vel sim. [NCED: 

709], cognate with the Proto-Lezgian interrogative *kʷi, which is indeed attested as the direct stem 'who?' in Archi, but 

nevertheless, it can hardly be reconstructed as the Proto-Lezgian pronoun 'who?'. 

 

99. WOMAN 

Khinalug χinˈi-mkʼir {хинимкIир} (3).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 310, 382; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 60; Kibrik et al. 1972: 321, 329. Paradigm: χinˈi-mkʼir [sg.] / χɨnˈɨ-bɨr [pl.], 

the singulative element -mkʼir is unclear. Polysemy: 'woman / wife'.   

  Distinct from lɨcʰˈi 'female (adj.)' [Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 220], quoted as lɨcːˈi {лыццыи} 'female (subst.)' in [Ganieva 

2002: 212].   

  Etymology: Khinalug χini- 'woman' originates from Proto-North Caucasian *qʷä nV 'female' vel sim. [NCED: 900], 

cognate with the Proto-Lezgian plural stem *χon-pːV 'woman'.   

  Khinalug lɨcʰˈi 'female' is related to Khinalug lacʰ 'cow', originating from Proto-North Caucasian *yəːmcoː 'bull, ox' 

[NCED: 680]. 

 

100. YELLOW 

Khinalug kʼˈuškʼula {кIушкIула} (9).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 195, 382; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 234; Kibrik et al. 1972: 300, 329. Polysemy: 'yellow / pale (of human 

skin)'.   

  Etymology: the origin of Khinalug kʼuškʼula 'yellow' is unclear. 

 

101. FAR 

Khinalug uzˈaχ {узах} (-1).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 290, 377; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 231; Kibrik et al. 1972: 319. Functions both as an adjective and an 

adverb. Borrowed from Azerbaijani uzag 'far (adj., adv.)'. 

 

102. HEAVY 

Khinalug gran {гран} (-1).  
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References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 78, 443; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 239. Polysemy: 'heavy / difficult / offensive, slighting / close, stuffy'. 

Ultimately borrowed from Persian garaːn ~ giraːn 'heavy'. 

 

103. NEAR 

Khinalug miqʼ-ˈel {микьел} (3).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 221, 364; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 232; Kibrik et al. 1972: 304, 325. Functions both as an adjective and a 

postposition.   

  Etymology: Khinalug miqʼ-el 'near' is the locative form (with the old locative suffix -el) of an unattested noun, which 

goes back to Proto-North Caucasian *w lqʼʷĕ 'place' [NCED: 1054], cognate with Proto-Lezgian *wɨnqʼʷ(a) 'place', whose 

synchronic locative forms indeed mean 'near' in Kryts, Aghul and Lezgi. 

 

104. SALT 

Khinalug qʼä {кьаь} (1).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 185, 435; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 123; Kibrik et al. 1972: 309, 341. Regular paradigm: qʼä [abs.] / qʼ-i [erg.]. 

Cf. the historically paronymous adjectives qʼil-ˈez 'salty' [Ganieva 2002: 187; Kibrik et al. 1972: 309] and qʼal 'bitter' [Ganieva 2002: 184; 

Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 235].   

  Etymology: Khinalug qʼä 'salt' originates from Proto-North Caucasian *qʼĕɦlV (~ -ɫ-) 'bitter' [NCED: 912], cognate with 

the basic Proto-Lezgian term *qʼäl 'salt' (a clear Lezgian-Khinalug innovation). 

 

105. SHORT 

Khinalug gižˈä {гижаь} (4).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 76, 391; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 237; Kibrik et al. 1972: 291, 331. Polysemy: 'short (spatial) / short 

(temporal)'.   

  A second, more marginal term for 'short (spatial)' is batːˈa {батта} [Ganieva 2002: 57; Kibrik et al. 1972: 287]. 

A  ordin  to Ganieva’  e am le , it    e ifi  meanin  i   omethin  like 'with  hort end,  hort-tailed'.   

  Etymology: the origin of Khinalug gižä and batːa 'short' is unclear. The former resembles Azerbaijani gɨsa 'short' and 

related Turkic forms, although in the case of direct borrowing the Khinalug variant **qɨsa should be expected. 

 

106. SNAKE 

Khinalug kʼaz {кIаз} (2).  
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References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 189, 386; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 88; Kibrik et al. 1972: 300, 330. Paradigm: kʼaz [abs.] / kʼɨcʼ-ˈi [erg.]. 

Synchronic polysemy: 'egg / snake' (as proposed in [NCED: 259, 787], two different roots have coincided).   

  Distinct from mɨrdˈar {мырдар} with polysemy: 'unclean, dirty / mean, villainous, foul / snake' [Ganieva 2002: 229], 

borrowed from Azerbaijani murdar 'unclean, forbidden, villainous'.   

  Etymology: Khinalug kʼaz 'snake' originates from Proto-North Caucasian * ᴌːăɦrV 'snake' [NCED: 787], cognate with 

the basic Proto-Lezgian term *ƛːar 'snake'. 

 

107. THIN 

Khinalug kʼɨr {кIыр} (1) / lokʼ {локI} (3).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 196, 441; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 239; Kibrik et al. 1972: 301, 342.   

  According to [Ganieva 2002; Kibrik et al. 1972], there are two adjectives with the meaning 'thin' in Khinalug: kʼɨr and 

lokʼ. In [Kibrik et al. 1972], both of them are glossed simply as 'thin', but in [Ganieva 2002], kʼɨr is explicitly specified as 

'thin 2D' (in the examples, applied to lavash, paper, ice, dough) with polysemy: 'thin 2D / wiry, lean'. On the contrary, lokʼ 

displays the polysemy: 'thin 2D / thin 1D / narrow', according to [Ganieva 2002] (in the examples, applied to lavash, log, 

thread). It should be noted that kʼɨr is quoted in [Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990] as the only Khinalug term for 'thin' (with 

polysemy: 'thin 2D / thin 1D').   

  It is likely that the original Khinalug opposition was kʼɨr 'thin 2D' / lokʼ 'thin 1D', which is currently being eliminated 

under the influence of Azerbaijani polysemy.   

  Etymology: Khinalug kʼɨr 'thin (2D?)' originates from Proto-North Caucasian *=iƛʼ lV '(to be) thin' [NCED: 639], 

cognate with the basic Proto-Lezgian term *ƛʼɨlä- 'thin 2D'.   

  Origin of Khinalug lokʼ 'thin (1D?)' is unclear. It is proposed in [NCED: 639] that one of the two Khinalug terms for 

'thin' (kʼɨr, lokʼ) may be a loanword, but without any further discussion. 

 

108. WIND 

Khinalug kʰulˈakʰ {кулак} (-1).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 157, 368; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 209; Kibrik et al. 1972: 299, 326. Borrowed from Azerbaijani küläk 'wind'.  

  Distinct from the marginal term fɨr-fɨr {фыр-фыр} 'wind' [Ganieva 2002: 302, 368] of onomatopoeic origin. 

 

109. WORM 

Khinalug mokʰ {мок} (1).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 225, 448; Kibrik et al. 1972: 304, 343. In [Kibrik et al. 1972], transcribed as mokˣ. A generic term for 'worm', 

glossed with polysemy: 'worm / caterpillar' in [Kibrik et al. 1972], but only as 'worm' in [Ganieva 2002]. The full collocation for 

'earthworm' is qʼulˈačʰ(i) mokʰ [Ganieva 2002: 225; Kibrik et al. 1972: 304], literally 'rain worm' with the adjective qʼula-čʰ(i) derived 
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from qʼula 'rain' q.v. Additionally, as noted in [Ganieva 2002: 188], simple substantivized qʼulˈačʰ can be used with the meaning 

'earthworm'. It must be noted that the Khinalug collocation 'rain worm' looks like a recent loan translation of Russian д ождев ой 

че рвяк 'earthworm', literally 'rain worm'.   

  In [Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 88], qʼulačʰ mokʰ is quoted as a basic term for 'worm (in general)' and more widely as a 

generic name for any small creatures, plus a kind of linear measure. This is apparently an error.   

  Distinct from qumqumˈa {къумкъума} 'caterpillar' [Ganieva 2002: 180, 377], borrowed from Azerbaijani gumguma 

'fruit tree pest'.   

  Etymology: Khinalug mokʰ 'worm' originates from Proto-North Caucasian *mHila ɢ̫V / * ɢ̫ iHmalV (~ -ɫ-) 'worm' 

[NCED: 817], cognate with the basic Proto-Lezgian term *mulaqʷˤ 'worm'. 

 

110. YEAR 

Khinalug üs {уьс} (3).  

 
References and notes: 

 

Khinalug: Ganieva 2002: 296, 375; Kibrik & Kodzasov 1990: 209; Kibrik et al. 1972: 322, 328.     

  Distinct from yaš {йаш} 'age, years' [Ganieva 2002: 139; Kibrik et al. 1972: 296], borrowed from Azerbaijani yaš 'age, 

years'.     

  Etymology: A difficult case. In [NCED: 968], Khinalug üs 'year' is derived from Proto-North Caucasian *sʷĕrho ~ -ɦ- 

(apparently via consonant metathesis). Such an etymology faces various difficulties. First, Proto-North Caucasian *r (if we 

proceed from the metathetical variant *r(h)ĕsʷo) normally yields Khinalug r or z [NCED: 44], but not zero. Second, 

Proto-North Caucasian *sʷĕrho is indeed reflected as 'year' in some daughter languages, but it is more likely that the 

original meaning of *sʷĕrho was 'old', not 'year' (a more probable candidate for Proto-North Caucasian 'year' is *ʆʷän  

[NCED: 975]). Particularly, in some Lezgian lects, Proto-North Caucasian *sʷĕrho ~ *r(h)ĕsʷo yields forms with the meaning 

'year', but, nevertheless, we prefer to reconstruct Proto-Lezgian *yisː as 'old' (the Proto-Lezgian term for 'year' is rather 

*sːän < Proto-North Caucasian *ʆʷän ).     

  It would be tempting to treat Khinalug üs 'year' as a Lezgi loanword, cf. yus 'year' in the Samur dialectal group 

(Akhty dialect) of the Lezgi language, but in the dialects of the Quba group (adjacent to the Khinalug territory) as well as 

in Literary Lezgi, only the non-labialized form yis 'year' seems to be attested.     

  Thus, the origin of Khinalug üs 'year' remains unclear. 

 


