South Khoisan (Taa subgroup) 100-wordlists
Compiled by George Starostin

The Swadesh wordlists for three Taa languages/dialects. Data sources are Traill 1986
for !X00, Bleek 1929 and 1956 for Masarwa and |Nu//en. See the Taa etymological

database for details on bibliography, transcription, and cognation issues.

The wordlists for the seemingly extinct idioms of the Masarwa of Kakia and the | Nu//en
are somewhat incomplete, and the phonetic quality of the material (all forms are given in
Bleek's exact transliteration) is debatable. Nevertheless, cognates are generally easy to
identify, and the results clearly show that all three attested idioms are quite closely

related, having separated not earlier than the beginning of the 2nd millennium A.D.

Word all
Xoong koo ka'a
Masarwa kuka
INu//en +||karri
Word ashes
Xoong foa
Masarwa lgwa
INu//en 'wi
Word bark
Xoong gule
Masarwa gule
INu//en lgum
Word belly
Xoong 'hiima
INu//en gaban
Word big
Xoong xaV

Masarwa Ixai



| Nu//en Ixai

Word bird
Xoong [ah?u
Masarwa Siflu
INu//en si+| kou
Word bite
Xoong si?i
INu//en tseja |[kai
Word black
Xoong tana
Masarwa dani (?)
INu//en tkana
Word blood
Xoong Taa
Masarwa Inaa
INu//en 'naa
Word bone
Xoong 43
Masarwa [[ka
INu//en tka
Word breast
Xoong [[au
Masarwa [nam
INu//en lgu
Word burn tr.
Xoong 0?4a

Masarwa Opwa
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Xoong
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Xoong
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claw(nail)
[la?m
lkxa | Am-te

[?2onu

cloud
!ghaa |ghtia
+lgwe

Ixwe: Inani

cold
la?a
[kxwe
[k2ad

come
s1i
Si

si

die
[?aa
la

la

dog
tghai
Ixai

tkhi

drink
kxaha
k"a



INu//en

Word
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Xoong
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Word
Xoong

Masarwa

k"a

dry
[aa

ear

fuha
Inwa

fmusa

earth
fkx?0m
Tkum

tgum

eat

[a52]

[a52]

egg
fua
[kwa

lgwol
eye
1?G1
k'weé
fa

fat n.

saa



Word feather

Xoong |ghta
Masarwa dohe
Word tire
Xoong 1?3
Masarwa la
INu//en la
Word tish
Word fly v.
Xoong dzahi
Masarwa 301
INu//en 'kari
Word foot
Xoong Hi
Masarwa [no
INu//en mu
Word full
Xoong hm
Masarwa +lgum
INu//en lgum
Word give
Xoong Igha
Masarwa Ixa
INu//en Ini
Word give

Masarwa Ini



Word good

Xoong qai
Word green
Xoong |ahi
Masarwa | gai
INu//en tkabbu
Word hair
Xoong |ghtia
Masarwa | kwani
INu//en | kuinte
Word hand
Xoong Ikx?aa
Masarwa lk"a
INu//en lk"a
Word head
Xoong Jan
Masarwa Ina
INu//en Inan
Word hear
Xoong ta
Masarwa taan

| Nu//en tan
Word heart
Xoong |q?an
Masarwa 11

INu//en | gan
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horn
la&
[[kan-sa

[ka

—

S 85 D

kill
qai
lla

[[kwannako

knee
[Ixt Tan
[|[ko- Inan

gt Ini

know
[Gma
[[ka

leaf
|ana
| gana

I nabu
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liver

lam

[nam

long
1Ram

Tkum

louse

man
taa aa
la
da

many
[|ali
[kari
[kante

meat
Oaje
Opwe
Opwe

moon
!ghan
Ixan

Ixan

mountain
luhm

| num



INu//en lgum

Word mouth
Xoong tae
Masarwa 'kwe
INu//en tkie
Word name
Xoong lati
Masarwa lk"at
INu//en lka
Word neck
Xoong tkx?at
Masarwa k"ym
INu//en tkit
Word new
Xoong lquV
Masarwa [[xwe
Word night
Xoong Tae
Masarwa Inge
INu//en Inoe
Word nose
Xoong [uhna
Masarwa Inutsa
INu//en Inusa
Word not
Xoong [ghaa

Masarwa [k?a
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Word
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Xoong
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10

[ku

one
RGa
kw?e

l0é

person
taa
da
da

rain
'kx?6e
kwe-ga |[ka

Ixwe

red
lahnia
| kanja

| gane

road
dao
dau

dau

root
1kx?ai

!gaute

round
nt?m | 2é
| kha ki
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11

sand
fkx?0m
[xum

tgum

say
tana
tana

tana

see
Ina

Ine

seed

sata

sit
tshu
Sa

su

skin
tum
t2ym

2um

sleep
0an
Opwoi

Opwoin
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12

small
lqaBV
| gona

| kari

smoke
ts?kx?aje

[nalu

stand
[hé
[hit
[hu

star
[ona
[kwana-te

[lana-te

stone
Jale
Inyle

foije

sun
[2an
[an

[an
swim
tail

lat

| kat
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Xoong
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Masarwa

Word
Xoong
Masarwa
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Xoong
Masarwa
INu//en

Word
Xoong
Masarwa
INu//en

Word
Xoong

Masarwa

| gati

that
tViV
ta, ti

tan, ti

this
VV

thou
ah

tongue
?lnan
Inan

| ani

tooth
lgh&

Ixt

|an-

tree
?0naje
Omoe
0O%a

two
Him

[num

13
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Inum

walk (go)
saa
Sa

Sa

white

lunna



Masarwa
| Nu//en
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Xoong
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15

[xwa

lkari

who
¢h

woman
taa qae
la kai
tu [|gai

yellow
[la2u

far

heavy

Héu

near
[da
salt
gatna
Ixane

Inob

short
$2aba
taba
laba
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Xoong
Masarwa
INu//en
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Xoong
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INu//en
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Xoong
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16

snake
si?i-sa
Si[|lkwoi

si-|lgwi

thin
dzaba-ta

wind

tghte
[khwe
tkhwe

worm

!qua

year
kali



