West Central Khoisan 100-wordlists
Compiled by George Starostin

The Swadesh wordlists for eight West Central Khoisan languages. The main data source
is Vossen 1997 (as well as a few additional articles by the same author), except for Kxoe
where the source is Kilian-Hatz 2003 (KH). In those cases where no data can be found in
Vossen 1997, phonetically less reliable material from Tanaka 1978 [Ta.] is used for | Gwi
and //Gana instead. For Naro, Hessel Visser's dictionary [Vi.] is also used occasionally.
See the WCK etymological database for details on bibliography, transcription, and
cognation issues.

NB: the wordlists for //Ani, Buga, | Ganda, and #Haba are notably incomplete and the
selection of etyma is occasionally questionable, since no detailed dictionaries of the
languages as such are available (Vossen 1997 is essentially a short etymological
dictionary). Considering that the languages are quite closely related, the incompleteness
may seriously impact the classification results; in particular, it is still not quite certain
whether "West Central Khoisan" is indeed a valid node on the genealogical tree of Khoe
languages. The two main branches of this subfamily as originally positioned by R.
Vossen (Kxoe and Naro-//Gana) are, however, confirmed even by this preliminary

lexicostatistical treatment.

Word all

Kxoe yookaha
Naro ué

| Gwi weha [Ta.]
//Gana wekae [Ta.]
Word ashes
//Ani 6a

Kxoe fod

Buga 104

| Ganda oa

Naro thau

| Gwi faa
//Gana foa

#Haba thaa
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//Ani
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| Ganda
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| Gwi
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//Ani
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//Ani
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ashes
thaa

bark
[x?4
[x?4
[x?4
[x?4
[x?G
gure [Ta.]
gure [Ta.]
74

bark
gada

belly
na
lad
la

la
Ina
na
na

na

big
laa
| éa
kai
gluri [Ta.]
guri [Ta.]
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//Ani
Kxoe
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bird
zada
djaara
zada
zada
zada
zada
zada
zada

bite
pa
pa
pa
pa
ka
pa
pa

black

blood
1?40
1?40
1?40

1240



Naro
| Gwi
//Gana
#Haba

Word
//Ani
Kxoe
Buga

| Ganda
Naro

| Gwi
//Gana
#Haba

Word
//Ani
Kxoe
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| Gwi
//Gana

Word
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Word
//Ani

1240
1240
1240

1240

bone
1264
1264
1264
1263
1264
1264
1264

1202

breast

claw(nail)

lla



Kxoe
Buga
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| Gwi
//Gana
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| Gwi
//Gana
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//Ani
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//Gana
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//Ani
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laa
lla

[loro

lore [Ta.]

lore [Ta.]

cloud

lom

qém

qém

oma
kyuko (Ta.)
kyuko (Ta.)

cold

| kxaba
Ixai

kxai (Ta.)

kxai (Ta.)

come
ha
yaa
ha
ha
ha
ha
ha

die
26
26
26
26



Naro 126

| Gwi 26
//Gana 26
#Haba 126
Word dog
//Ani 2ériku
Kxoe dapa
Buga ?apa

| Ganda ?apa
Naro aoku

| Gwi aba
//Gana Yaba
#Haba Yaba
Word dog

| Gwi haragu
#Haba haragu
Word drink
//Ani kxa
Kxoe kxa
Buga kxa

| Ganda kxa
Naro kxa

| Gwi kxa
//Gana kxa
#Haba kxa
Word dry
//Ani [x6
Kxoe [x6
Buga [x0

Naro [?0
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//Gana
#Haba
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[[x6
[[x6

[[x6

ear

té
te
té

te
te
té

earth
xom
xom
xom
xom
xom
xom
xo0am

xOm
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egg
}20bi
}20bi
}20bi
}20bi
}20bi
}20bi
}20bi

eye
fxai
Fxél
fxai
fxai
Fxél
Fxél
fxai

fxai

fat n.
@
@
@
@
@
@
@

a
feather
1?24

1?G

fire



//Ani
Kxoe
Buga

| Ganda
Naro

| Gwi
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#Haba
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Naro
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#Haba
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//Ani
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Naro
| Gwi
//Gana

Word
//Ani
Kxoe
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| Gwi

12¢
12¢
12¢
12¢
12¢
12¢
¥
12¢

fish
[[2au
[2éu
[[2au
[[2au
[[2au
lao [Ta.]
ldo [Ta.]
[[2au

fly v.

toé

kyaa

toé

caé [Vi.]
'hoe [Ta.]
hoe [Ta.]

foot
nadé
kyaaré
kade
kadi
Tade

ngare [Ta.]



//Gana

Word
Buga

Word
//Ani
Kxoe
Buga

| Ganda
Naro

| Gwi
//Gana
#Haba
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Naro
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//Gana
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| Ganda
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10

full

I x26¢
I x26€
I x26¢
I x26¢
[x26¢é
I x26€
[x20e

I x?0e

give
fxa
fxa
fxa
fxa
ma
ma
ma

ma

good
qadi
t26n
qadi
qadi
kil
gade
gade
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//Ani
Kxoe
Buga
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Word

11

good

t2a1

t241

t26n

ekyuen [Ta.]
ekyuen [Ta.]

green
|x?4

caa [Vi.]
tsae [Ta.]
tsae [Ta.]

hair
Keit
124
Keit
Keit
Keit
Keit
Keit

1?G

hand
chau
seu
chau
cau
cau
cau
cau

cau

head



//Ani
Kxoe
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| Ganda
Naro

| Gwi
//Gana

Word
//Ani
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Naro

| Gwi
//Gana
#Haba

Word
//Ani
Kxoe
Buga

| Ganda
Naro

| Gwi
//Gana
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Word
//Ani
Kxoe
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| Ganda

Naro

fa

fa
fa
fa

ma [Ta.]

hear
kém
kém
kém
kém
kam
kaam
kam

kam

12



| Gwi
//Gana
#Haba

Word
//Ani
Kxoe
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| Ganda
Naro

| Gwi
//Gana
#Haba
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//Ani
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Buga

| Ganda
Naro

| Gwi
//Gana
#Haba

Word
//Ani
Kxoe
Buga

| Ganda
Naro

| Gwi
//Gana
#Haba

ti
ti
ti
tiya
tire

te
ti

kill

|x?t
|x?0
|x?0
|x?0
|x?0
|x?0
|x?0

I x?0

knee

llo€

llo€

kuadu
kudu
ladu
'kori [Ta.]
'kori [Ta.]

ladu

13
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#Haba
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//Ani
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| Gwi
//Gana
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//Ani
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#Haba
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//Ani
Kxoe
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| Ganda
Naro
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dana [Ta.]

|ana

lie

|6é
|6é
|6é
|6é
|6é
|6é

loé

liver

kx?a1
kx?at
kx?a1
kx?a1
kx?41

k241

14
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//Ani
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Naro
| Gwi
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#Haba
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//Ani
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Naro
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//Gana
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//Ani
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//Gana
#Haba

Word
Kxoe
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//Gana

louse
kx?uni
kx?ani
kx?ani
fad
kx?ani

kx?tni

man
kx?ao
kx?a0
kx?a0
kx?a0
kx?a0
kx?a6

kx?ao

many
thiya
kai

'tui [Ta.]
'tui [Ta.]

15
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//Gana
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//Ani
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//Ani
Kxoe
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Naro
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16

meat
kx?0
kx?26-x0
kx?6
kx?6
kx?6
kx?0
kx?0
kx?6

mountain
[a-+2am
[|abi

'kabi [Ta.]
'kabi [Ta.]

mouth
kx?am
kx?am
kx?am
kx?am
kx?am

kx?am
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#Haba
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//Ani
Kxoe
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Naro
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//Gana
#Haba

Word
//Ani
Kxoe
Naro
| Gwi
//Gana
#Haba

Word
//Ani
Kxoe
Naro
| Gwi
//Gana

Word
//Ani
Kxoe
Buga
| Ganda

Naro

kx?am

kx?am

name
| x26n
I x26n
| x0T
| x0T
| x0T
| x?0an
| x26n

I x?un

neck

X246
Xereé
X246
'kxao [Ta.]
kx?aé

X246

new
kx?06a
kx?06a
kaba
gaba
gaba

night
thu
thuua
thu
thu

Inu

17



| Gwi
//Gana

Word
//Ani
Kxoe
Buga

| Ganda
Naro

| Gwi
//Gana
#Haba

Word
//Ani
Kxoe
Buga

| Ganda
Naro

| Gwi
//Gana

Word
//Ani
Kxoe
Buga

| Ganda
Naro

| Gwi
//Gana
#Haba

Word
//Ani

18

hxaeshika [Ta.]
hxaeshika [Ta.]

nose

one
lai
lai
lai
lai
lai
lai
lai

lai

person
khoé



Kxoe
Buga

| Ganda
Naro

| Gwi
//Gana
#Haba

Word
//Ani
Kxoe
Buga

| Ganda
Naro

| Gwi
//Gana
#Haba

Word
//Ani
Kxoe
Buga
Naro
| Gwi
//Gana
#Haba

Word
//Ani
Kxoe
Buga
| Ganda
Naro
| Gwi

kxoé
khoé
khoé
khoée
khoé
khoée
khoée

=N N~ N =2 =N =8

red
noa
loa
J64
Inod
[oa
nda

fnoa

road
dao
daoé
dao
dau
dao
dio

19



//Gana
#Haba

Word
Kxoe
Buga
Naro

| Gwi
//Gana

Word
Kxoe

Naro

Word
//Ani
Kxoe
Buga

| Ganda
Naro

| Gwi
//Gana
#Haba

Word
//Ani
Kxoe
Naro
| Gwi
//Gana
#Haba

Word
//Ani

dao
dio

root
tog
toeE
tobe
tabe
tabe

round
mbiri

garu-garu

sand
xom
qan

xom
xom
xom
xom
xom

xOm

say
mi
mi

mi

20



Kxoe
Buga
Naro
| Gwi
//Gana
#Haba

Word
//Ani
Kxoe
Buga
Naro
| Gwi
//Gana
#Haba

Word
//Ani
Kxoe
Buga

| Ganda
Naro

| Gwi
//Gana
#Haba

Word
//Ani
Kxoe
Buga

| Ganda
Naro

| Gwi
//Gana

21

seed
| xtadi
| xti
| xti
[ xudi
| xtadi
| xtadi

| xadi

sit

Int

H

mua

mua

Fna )
n!(u)o [Ta.]
mua

Int

skin
kho
kx06
kho



#Haba

Word
Kxoe
Naro
| Gwi
//Gana
#Haba

Word
//Ani
Kxoe
Naro
| Gwi
//Gana
#Haba

Word
//Ani
Kxoe
Buga

| Ganda
Naro

| Gwi
//Gana
#Haba

Word
//Ani
Kxoe
Buga

| Ganda
Naro

| Gwi

22

kho

sleep
f26m
[26m
[26am
[26m

I6th

small

ki

kii-xo
Ix?adé
Ix?adé
lare [Ta.]

| x?adé

smoke
c?ani
c?ani
c?ani
c?ani
c?ini
c?éne
c?ini

c?ini

stand
té
té
té
té

te

té



//Gana

Word
//Ani
Kxoe
Buga

| Ganda
Naro

| Gwi
//Gana

Word
//Ani
Kxoe
Buga

| Ganda
Naro

| Gwi
//Gana
#Haba

Word
//Ani
Kxoe
Buga

| Ganda
Naro

| Gwi
//Gana
#Haba

Word
//Ani

Kxoe

sun
|am
lam
|am
|am
|am
|am
|am

lam

swim
bada

baraa

23



Buga
Naro

Word
//Ani
Kxoe
Buga

| Ganda
Naro

| Gwi
//Gana
#Haba

Word
//Ani
Kxoe
Buga
Naro

| Gwi
//Gana
#Haba

Word
//Ani
Kxoe

Naro

Word
//Ani
Kxoe
Buga
Naro

| Gwi
//Gana

24

bada
bada

tail
cad
cao
cad
cad
cad
cad
cad

cao

that
?a-te

a

ne-ha
?i-si-ha
[né-si-ha
?4-séa

?a-sa-ha

that
[né-te
faa

aa

this
Iné
e2é

Iné
Iné
Iné

né



#Haba

Word
//Ani
Kxoe
Buga

| Ganda
Naro

| Gwi
//Gana
#Haba

Word
//Ani
Kxoe
Buga

| Ganda
Naro

| Gwi
//Gana
#Haba

Word
Kxoe
Buga
Naro

| Gwi
//Gana
#Haba

Word
//Ani
Kxoe

Buga

25

thou
ca
ca
ca
ca
ca
ci
ca

ca

tongue
dam
dam
dam
dam
dam
gyam
dam

dam



| Ganda
Naro

| Gwi
//Gana
#Haba

Word
//Ani
Kxoe
Buga

| Ganda
Naro

| Gwi
//Gana
#Haba

Word
//Ani
Kxoe
Buga

| Ganda
Naro

| Gwi
//Gana
#Haba

Word
//Ani
Kxoe
Buga

| Ganda
Naro

| Gwi
//Gana

yi

yi
yi

two
lam
lam
lam
lam
lam
lam
lam

lam

walk (go)

kua

kit
kG
1a
1a

2

2

kua

warm
khobo
kxébo
khobo
khobo
126
kuru

kura

26



#Haba

Word
Buga
//Gana

Word
//Ani
Kxoe
Buga

| Ganda
Naro

| Gwi
//Gana
#Haba

Word
//Ani
Kxoe
Buga

| Ganda
Naro

| Gwi
//Gana
#Haba

Word
//Ani
Kxoe
Buga

| Ganda
Naro

| Gwi
//Gana

27

26

warm
26
26

water
cha
Saa
cha
cha
cha
cha
cha
cha

we



#Haba

Word
//Ani
Kxoe
Buga
Naro
| Gwi
//Gana

Word
Kxoe
Naro
//Gana

Word
//Ani
Kxoe
Naro
| Gwi
//Gana
#Haba

Word
//Ani
Kxoe
Buga
Naro
| Gwi
//Gana

Word
//Ani

Kxoe

28

what
ndéu-xu
du

dua

white

xO¢

woman
lle-

€-



Buga

| Ganda
Naro

| Gwi
//Gana
#Haba

Word
Naro
//Gana

Word
//Ani
Kxoe
Buga

| Ganda
Naro

| Gwi
#Haba

Word
//Ani
Kxoe
Buga

| Ganda
Naro

| Gwi
//Gana
#Haba

Word
//Ani
Kxoe

Buga

29

yellow
dam $2ubi
dam!ubi [Ta.]

far
Ind
nguu
gl
gl
Intt

near

A

G
[tu

A

G



| Ganda
Naro

| Gwi
//Gana
#Haba

Word
//Ani
Kxoe
Buga
Naro
| Gwi
//Gana
#Haba

Word
//Ani
Kxoe
Buga

| Ganda
Naro

| Gwi
//Gana
#Haba

Word
Kxoe
Naro
| Gwi
//Gana
#Haba

Word

Kxoe

salt
débe
dobee
dobé
dabé
dabé
dabe
dabé

short
[lom
lom
[lom
[lom
[Gm
[oam
[lom

[om

snake
f2ijo

[ x?a0
| x?au
[ x?a0

| x?40

thin

| ini

30



Word
//Ani
Kxoe
Buga

| Ganda
Naro

| Gwi
//Gana
#Haba

Word
//Ani
Kxoe
Buga

| Ganda
Naro

| Gwi
//Gana
#Haba

31

wind
24
24
23
23
23
23
23
23

year
kudi
kuri
kudi
kudi
kudi
kudi
kudi
kudi



