North Khoisan 100-wordlists
Compiled by George Starostin

The Swadesh wordlists for five North Khoisan languages/dialects. Data sources are
Bleek 1929 and 1956 for [|Aullen and !O!Kung, Doke 1925 for !Kung, Dickens 1994 for
Zhul?hoan, and Koenig & Heine 2001 for Ekoka. See the North Khoisan etymological

database for details on bibliography, transcription, and cognation issues.

Lexicostatistics more or less confirms the (very recent) division of Proto-North Khoisan
into the Northern and Southern dialect clusters (possibly also Central, if the slightly
differing results for ||Aullen are to be taken into account). It should be kept in mind,
though, that the only fully reliable wordlist out of the five is for Zhul?hoan; others are
either drastically incomplete (as the one for Ekoka), or too old to be fully trusted
(lAullen, !O'Kung), or both (Doke's [Kung). Considering the extreme closeness of all the
dialects (at the smallest, Zhul'hoan and !O'Kung share around 84%), classificatory

results based on incomplete lists may come out somewhat distorted.

Word all

Zhu | 'hoan wese
|[Aullen oasi
'Kung (Doke) we:Sesn
'O!Kung weseSe
Ekoka !Xung wohese
Word ashes
Zhu | 'hoan to
|[Aullen too
I0Kung foa
Ekoka !Xung [loha
Word bark
Zhu | 'hoan o2oro
|Aullen Ino

'OKung [nali



Word

Zhu |'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
!O'Kung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word
Zhu | 'hoan
|[Aullen

MRa:
[na

Ta

bird

c?lama
tsama
ts?ava
tsama

¢2am-ma

bite
lai
Ina, Ine

Ina

black
76

30
dso
30
blood
|?2an

|7



!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu |'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
!O'Kung

Word
Zhu | 'hoan
|[Aullen

Word

Zhu |'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
!O'Kung

Word

Zhu |'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung

breast
0%
lgwa
t?oa 120

burn tr.
ku?

duu

claw(nail)
luaru
[kuru
luru
[[kulu

cloud
lalkxai
!ga kwisi

lkom

cold
fara
| kau
ha:

| kxau



Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
'Kung (Doke)
Ekoka !Xung

fao

come
ci

tsi
we:
tsi, tsi

¢t
die

tke(i)
ai
ke
[EE

dog
thish

fThwi:
tkwe
"hoe

drink
¢hi
tsi
sn:

tsi

dry
Ikxat
Rau

[x?a0



Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

ear
| Yhui
| kwi
| hwi
| kwi
| Yhui

earth
kxa
k'"a
kx?a:
k"a
kx?a

eat

m

m:

eye
|a?a
lga
[a%a, [2a
lga
|a?a



Word

Zhu |'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung

Word

Zhu |'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word
Zhu | 'hoan
|[Aujlen

fat n.
Jai
Ini
T

Ini

feather
c?ama 'kxui
K"wi

'wi

Tkwi

fire

da?a

da

da?a, do?a
da

da?a

fish
[|2at
lau

klanu

fly v.
fom

Inoa
Inoa

[amm

foot
| kxai
ke



'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word
Zhu | 'hoan
|[Aujlen

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

1?41, |xai
Ik'"e

| x?ai

full

1at1

lgee

give
1?3
la
au
lka

la?a

good
za
'kai
dza:
k&hi

green
lath
| kad
| kan
| han

hair
kxuai
k"wi
Tkx?wi
Tkwi

Ix?ai



Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

hand

lgau
lat
[gau
[lao

head

Ine

' —
(@] M~
5 .o
@)

hear
cala
tsa
sd?a
saa

¢a, ¢ala



Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu |'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung

kill
'hil
kit
Thi:
kit
thin, 'hit

knee
Ix0a
'kwa- Ini
Ixwa

| gom

Ix0a

know
1?ha
ta
?ha
i

fiehi

leaf
doara
dora
Rubu

[goba



Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu |'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word
Zhu | 'hoan
Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word
Zhu | 'hoan

10

lie
su
su
su:
su

su

liver
¢hi
tsi
sn:
ts1

long

tad

| gé

tatn, to2an
fxana

man
1?hda
'kwa
khii:
'k

many
thai



lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu |'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word
Zhu | 'hoan

Hhi
12hi
Hhi
thi

meat
'ha
'kha
"ha, ||a:
lkha
[ha

moon
Tai
Inwi
51
[nwi

[[ai

mountain
Tom

Inum
Ri:m

Inum

mouth
c?i

ts1
ts?i:

ts1

fofs

name

11



lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu |'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu |'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung

Word

Zhu |'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
!O'Kung

12

new
zé
ze
ze:
dze

3ehe

night

nose
c
tst
ts?a

tsun

not
|64
| kwa

| kwa



Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

13

one

Je2é
Ine

RRé
Ine

[e?e
person
zu

31,1

ata
(d)3u

3ii- 1 xo8



Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
!O'Kung

Word

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
!O'Kung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
!O'Kung

Word

Zhu |'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)

14

root
|lari
[kari

[|kare
round

sand
kxa
k"a
k"a

say
ko
ke
kaya

see
sé
se
sn

sin

seed
la2a

| no-si

sit
[an
Ini



!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word
Zhu | 'hoan
|[Aullen

15

sleep
c?a
tsa
ts?a:
ts?a

?a

small

c?éma

tsema

ma:, ts?e:-ma
tsema

é2éma

smoke
$éra
sore
so:li
| konu

sule

stand
[

Inu



!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu |'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Inwa

't,

star
ta
508
tun
tka

A

a

stone
lom
Inum
lum
Inum

lum

sun
lam
lkam
la:m

| kam

swim
%xa
Inova
dhom

tail
Ixai
'khwi
[kwe

|xoe

16



Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu |'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung

Word

Zhu |'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung

Word
Zhu | 'hoan
|[Aujlen

17

that
to?a
tsi

doa

tcd-a-ndora

this
he
tsi
tsi

e

thou

ahi

ahi

tongue
dhari
tari
nthali
tali

tooth
cfau
tsau-si
ts?au:
tsau

tree
131

lgai



'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
!O'Kung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
!O'Kung

18

lan

lgat

klahd

two
ca
tsa
sa:
tsa

ca

walk (go)



Ekoka !Xung

Word
Zhu | 'hoan
Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word
Zhu | 'hoan

19

we
mhm

what
ha-cé
Ce-ba
m pai

mdca

white
latu
'kau
JEYEN
'kau

1a?o

who
ha-zoe
3u-ba
m dzu

m-5e

woman
zh?aa
dzau
zshau:
tsau

%3h?ao

yellow

gllonila



|[Aullen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
!O'Kung

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word
Zhu | 'hoan

20

| kat
lam, |an
| kan

far
x4
fxa
fxa

I'xa

heavy
tih

ti

tihi

near
tO?ma

tom
to?m

salt
gui
dibi

gwl

short
loma
g0
'ko!ko

snake

ffaama



'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Word

Zhu |'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
Ekoka !Xung

Word
Zhu | 'hoan

Word

Zhu | 'hoan
lAuflen
'Kung (Doke)
!O'Kung
Ekoka !Xung

Rawa
| kat

Rawa

thin
zam
3am

3Zam

wind

ma
IohL

worm

Hi?d

year
kari
kuri
At

kuri

21



